Gilbert Peterson Roberts 1867-1955
– an Evangelical and retail entrepreneur
Gilbert Roberts was the youngest son of William and Mary Roberts, Methodist school teachers from Redhill, Surrey. He moved to Burgh Heath in the late 1880s where he set up what was to become a successful retail business in the area: GP Roberts & Sons, which eventually acquired six premises. He married Mary Ann Ragalina Underwood from Tunbridge Wells in the 1890 and together they had five children Gilbert, Cassandra, Donald, Harrison (born 1901 on whose reminiscences this biography is based) and Hugh. At the same time he was heavily involved in local evangelical religion through Tadworth Mission Hall of which he became superintendent. Under his leadership Tadworth became an independent Evangelical church and he was also involved in three other Evangelical churches in the area. In 1922 his wife died. Later he married Connie and retired to Bournemouth where he built Tuckton Evangelical Church before dying on 2 October 1955 in Southlands Hospital, Shoreham-by-sea. His sons Donald, Harrison and Hugh successfully continued the business, but in the next generation the properties were rented out rather than directly managed.
Background
The Roberts family were originally from Denbigh in North Wales but seem to have moved to Liverpool in the first half of the 19th century. Liverpool at this time had a large Welsh community and was known as the capital of North Wales
. It seems to have been a reasonably prosperous family, Harrison talks of an uncle Robert who was a bank manager and was himself, I believe, named after a Harrison Roberts who was a sea captain. The family were Wesleyan Methodists, that is they were members of the largest Methodist denomination founded by John Wesley, the other Methodist denominations such as the Primitive Methodists tended to serve a more working class constituency. Densil Morgan writes of the Welsh Wesleyans
The Wesleyan movement made its first inroads into Wales in 1800 and made steady gains thereafter as far west as the Vale of Clwyd and as far south as Plynlymon. Despite the use of Welsh-speaking missioners and its relative success in Welsh-speaking areas, authority was wielded by the English Conference and it was not until 1897 that permission for the formation of a separate Welsh Conference was granted. Such organizational tardiness prevented the movement from rooting itself extensively in Welsh Wales, while the centralized nature of its covenants militated against its long-term effectiveness as a whole.

The Wesleyan Methodists, therefore, were part of the Nonconformist churches which were so important in Victorian and Edwardian England, but they tended to hold themselves apart from other Nonconformist churches. Nonconformists tended to be Liberal or even Radical in politics, whilst the Wesleyans were suspicious of radical calls for disestablishment, other Nonconformist churches tended to have autonomous local churches but the Wesleyans were highly centralized and governed by a clerical conference. This is important in the history of the Roberts family because Gilbert’s parents trained as Wesleyan Methodist teachers, thus becoming part of a centralized national movement rather than simply obtaining a professional qualification. It was because of their role as Wesleyan teachers that the Roberts came to London and the southeast.
At this point we might reflect on the Welshness of the Roberts. There was certainly a large Welsh speaking community in Liverpool in the second half the 19th century and indeed the Eisteddfod was held in Liverpool in 1884, 1900 and 1929 so it seems likely that a Nonconformist Welsh family in Liverpool in the middle of the 19th century would have been Welsh speaking. Indeed I have a memory in my mind that I was told that William and Mary Roberts were Welsh speaking. Nonetheless they were part of a centralized English denomination in a time when Welsh speaking was looked down upon, so it is probable that they were being rapidly Anglicized and it is certain that this process would have been completed by the move to London. I therefore doubt if Gilbert Roberts would have had any significant Welsh.

William Roberts born in Liverpool 7 July 1832 he married Mary Ann Day 27 December 1855 after which they came to London to train as teachers. Harrison states that they trained at Southlands College which was indeed a Methodist teacher training college but it was not opened until 1873 and then only for female teachers. It seems likely, therefore, that they were trained at Westminster College which was opened in 1851 and trained both men and women
. From here they were sent to Topsham in Devon where their children were born, including Gilbert in 1867. The 1871 Census lists the family as living in Monmouth Street:

William Roberts 
38
born in Liverpool
Mary Ann Roberts 
38
born in Liverpool

William Day Roberts 
14
born in Birkenhead, Cheshire

Mary Roberts 

12
born in Topsham
Reginald Roberts 
8
born in Topsham
Howard Roberts 
6
born in Topsham
Gilbert P Roberts 
5
born in Topsham
But in 1861 and living in Fore Street the household comprised:
William Roberts 
28
Wesleyan school teacher born in Liverpool
Mary Ann Roberts 
28
born in Liverpool
William Day Roberts 
4
born in Birkenhead, Cheshire
Edith Jane Roberts 
2/12
born in Liverpool
Elizabeth Sandford 
29
House servant
The perplexing question is what happened to Edith Jane Roberts, possibly she died, but then where is the two-year-old Mary Roberts in 1861?

In Topsham their neighbours were mainly skilled working class: a master builder, a coal merchant, a master mariner, a master mason, a tailor, a carpenter, a dressmaker and a railway labourer
Some time after 1871 they moved to “The Beeches”, Gatton Road, Reigate
. The 1881 Census provides this list

William Roberts
48
Public Elementary Teacher (School master)

Mary Ann Roberts
48

Reginald Roberts
18
Drapers assistant

Howard Roberts
16
Commercial clerk

Gilbert P Roberts
15
Scholar
Presumably by now William Day and Mary had left home. Mary married a Dr. Aird and we have a photo of the two with what looks like some of their children
Here there neighbours were more middle-class: a clerk at the Bank of England, a district manager and a young teacher and young clerk. Having worked in a more working class neighborhood it now seems William had a more salubrious appointment.
Harrison got the impression that his father’s elder brothers were employed in the city. He remembers that one of the brothers (perhaps Reginald) was a director of Shoolbred’s a drapers and later department store located on Tottenham Court Road
. He recalls another uncle, Howard, was a House Agent in Hook
.
We can follow some of these brothers through the census returns

William Day was 54 in 1911 and living at Cisendune, Hook Road, Surbiton where he is recorded as being an accountant with a marine insurance firm. He is married to Harriet Capen, 53 who was born in Dublin. They have four children living with them:

Elsie Ann
28
born in Selhurst, Croydon
Brereton
 W
25
born in Redhill, an insurance clerk 
Howard
23
born in Surbiton, a surveyor’s assistant

Dorothy
19
born in Surbiton

In 1901 there were two more children still living with the family

Ruth M
19
born in Barnet, Hertfordshire

William C
14
born in Redhill
William died on March 24, 1924, in Tolworth, Surrey, at the age of 67
In 1939 a Brereton William Roberts, aged 53, can be found living on the Reigate Rd., Burgh Heath in Surrey Yeoman Cottage married to Ethel Matilda nee Frost. It seems he married in 1928 and died 2nd February 1960 in the Whittington Hospital Islington leaving Ethel a widow at 2 Canonbury Sq. with the effects of £585
.
Mary married Dr. Thomas Wilson Aird MRCVS LRCP who was born in 1849 in North Shields, Northumberland. In 1901 they were living at Thornbank 2, Clarendon Rd., Wallington, Surrey with Mary, Mary’s mother and two servants. At the age of 37 she had her first child George Morland on 10 February 1896
. This was to be followed by Preston in 1898 and Ian Wilson on 6 May 1899
. But on 22nd April 1907 Mary died. By 1908 Dr. Aird had remarried
 and in 1911 census the children are not living with him (George
 was boarding at Epsom College). There is evidence that Mary had some kind of business as a photographer. We have a photograph of Gilbert Underwood as a young child taken by a Mary Roberts ‘photo artist’ of 1, Clarendon Road
Howard was 36 in 1901 and living at Rogelim
, Holmwood Gardens Wallington, Surrey
 where he is recorded as being an accountant and married to Anna who was also born in Dublin. Catherine Latimer, Anna’s mother born in Monaghan, Ireland aged 72 was living with them. They had one son Norman Latimer, born in Wallington who was four years old and a servant Matilda, 17 from Hampshire. By 1911 not much had changed except the servant May Barker from Middlesex, according to electoral records he lived here until at least 1915. He died in 27 January 1950 in the Old Court Nursing Home, Taplow, Buckinghamshire leaving effects of £5744 to his son Norman now a Company Director
There is no sign of Reginald or the daughter Edith
But what was the family like? Rev. John Scott at the opening of Westminster College, where William Sr. and Mary Ann were educated, said

The children…. are not machines….. We wish you to have a thorough sympathy with their human feelings…. Is a child less rational, less capable of intellectual and moral improvement, of living an orderly, creditable, and useful life in society, of serving God and ensuring blissful immortality, because his parents are poor?’

Which may, perhaps, give some indication of the atmosphere in which Gilbert was raised and the values that were instilled in him. There was a sympathy for human feeling but also a desire for order and usefulness and, above all, a focus on serving God. There was also a clear sense that it was a respectable family who were concerned for the poor, but from a position of being of higher social status. Harrison reports a visit from Mary to Burgh Heath where the children – especially Cassie, were warned that they shouldn’t speak like the village children
.

One of the puzzles about the Roberts family is Harrison’s recollection that on a visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral Gilbert told the boys that they were related to Mandell Creighton a Bishop of London and significant late Victorian intellectual. It is, however, difficult to work out how they could be related. Creighton was the son of a self-made man from Carlisle and moved in intellectual Anglo-Catholic circles far removed from the Roberts’s Wesleyan Methodism.
Early life
We have little information about Gilbert’s schooling or home life except that he used to shoot peas with a pea shooter at the people traveling in carriages to the Derby! Harrison recalls that his father went to work in Mincing Lane where he was employed, so it would appear, as some kind of clerk on a meager salary and he had to survive in lodgings on bread-and-butter and marmalade. Mincing Lane used to house the headquarters of the East India company and therefore attracted many tea importers, causing it to be called the ‘Street of Tea’, so it may have been for one of these importers that Gilbert worked – that would certainly have given him useful contacts in his later business
. This work, however, did not seem to agree with Gilbert and he became unwell and returned home to Reigate, where, one suspects, he was a source of worry to the family. 
Burgh Heath and Jam
William, Gilbert’s father happened at this time to be preaching in Burgh Heath when he heard that a certain Mr. Hodson, a local tenant farmer, had set up a jam factory and was looking for a manager
. This would have been some time in the second half of the 1880s. The work appeared to William to be suitable employment for his son and so soon afterwards Gilbert walked the eight miles from Reigate to Burgh Heath for an interview. It was a journey which changed his life, but not, perhaps, in the way his father expected.

Harrison reports that Gilbert was most taken by the walk across the heath which was aflame with gorse flowers and when he arrived in Burgh Heath he felt that it would be a most marvelous place to live
. It seems Gilbert was employed by Mr. Hodson as his Chief Commercial Clerk and, perhaps, later as the Manager
. He lived in Membury Cottage, Burgh Heath. Burgh Heath, at this time, was a rather remote and isolated village in the middle of the heath lands of North Surrey, Harrison tells a number of stories about the dangers of crossing the heath and encounters with Gypsies
 who camped on the heathland, and also tales of the self-sufficiency of the village folk. For Gilbert it seems to have been a haven away from the hurly-burly of London and he was soon to find further consolation.
Mary Ann Ragalina Underwood

This came in the form of a young woman in Tunbridge Wells
In the 1861 census a certain Ann Killick, age 30, born in Rotherfield, Sussex can be found as the housekeeper of what we can presume is an elderly relative called Thomas Killick, aged 81, in Speldhurst, Kent. In the same house there is a young man called Alfred Underwood, aged 22, from a family of Grocers in Merstham, Surrey who is Thomas Killick’s assistant. There are records of Killicks who were grocers in the area so it seems likely that Ann and Thomas were related to them
. We can’t trace Ann further back than this but Alfred can be traced back to 1851 and 1841 in Merstham – this is the entry for 1851
William Underwood 

49
Grocer
Mary Underwood 

45

Mary Anne Underwood 
20

Sarah Underwood 

18

William Underwood 

16

Alfred Underwood 

12
Edward Underwood 

8

John Underwood 

4

Richard Underwood 

4

William Cook 


16
Servant
Mary Ann Vigar 

17
Servant
In 1863 we have the record of an marriage between Alfred Underwood and Ann Killick in Tonbridge so we can assume despite Alfred being eight years younger than Ann they got married. Harrison tells us, however, that Alfred contracted TB and it was decided they should emigrate to New Zealand which they did in 1864. We know the date because during the voyage Mary Ann Ragalina was born – the name Ragalina came from the ship on which they were traveling
. Unfortunately Alfred died in New Zealand and and and her young daughter returned home, at least by 1871. They returned to Tunbridge Wells where a large house was purchased, apparently with Ann’s unmarried brother William Killick, and turned according to Harrison into Summerhill Boarding House
. In the 1871 census there is an entry for 36, London Road

William Killick  

43
Lodging housekeeper, born in Rotherfield

Ann Underwood 

40
Sister, assistant, born in Rotherfield

Ragalina Underwood 

7
Niece, born at sea


Louisa Saggers 

22
Housemaid born in Tunbridge Wells

Agnes Rhys


43
Gentlewoman born in the East Indies

Edith Rhys 


15
Agnes’s daughter

Charlotte Cureton

72
Pension from the Queen, born in Essex

Jane Gully


37
Lady’s Maid, born in the East Indies

There is a record of William Killick dying in 1874 in Tunbridge aged 47 after which point, presumably Ann took over the running of the lodging house and it moved to Clarence Terrace. Then in 1881 there is a census record for Ann and Mary Ragalina at 2, Clarence Ter., London road

Ann Underwood 

51
Lodging housekeeper, born Rotherfield

Mary Ann R. Underwood 
17
Daughter, born at sea

Elizabeth Jenner 

16
Domestic, born Ashurst, Kent

Mary Ann Casson 

55
Lodger born Leighton Buzzard, Clergyman’s widow
Blanche Carter 

35
Domestic maid, born Edgeworth, Bedfordshire

From the Census it would appear the area had a large number of lodging houses. As we can see from the census data they provided for a middle-class clientele, rather than the disreputable lodging houses that were the target of much Victorian reform in London and elsewhere. [See Appendix 4]
Then tragedy struck again and Mary Ragalina’s mother died leaving her an orphan, it seems likely this happened in 1883 as there is a record of an Ann Underwood dying in Tonbridge aged 53 in that year. Mary Ragalina would only have been 19 years old at the time and it is unclear exactly what happened to her, but according to Harrison’s reminiscences it seems she received support from Miss Gully (see above) and some people called Simco. (There are records of Simcos running lodging houses in Tunbridge Wells from 1841-1911 in the London Road area where Mary Ragalina lived.). But later in the 1880s things were to change for Mary Ragalina, a young man called Gilbert Peterson Roberts saw her at church in Tunbridge Wells and asked to be introduced
Gilbert regularly cycled to Tunbridge Wells to see Mary Ragalina and the couple married at St. Peter’s church, Tunbridge Wells in April, May or June 1890. It is an interesting marriage. Mary Ragalina was four years older than her husband, apparently an Anglican rather than a Wesleyan Methodist and presumably possessed of an income through the lodging house in Tunbridge Wells. Burgh Heath would also have seemed a very quiet backwater after the cosmopolitan crowds flocking to Tunbridge Wells for its spa. Nonetheless she proved to be a very capable partner for Gilbert and no doubt the personal skills she developed in the lodging house trade were useful in the development of the business. Perhaps even more significant is her family background in the grocery trade, something that Gilbert and the Roberts family would have lacked. Indeed in the 1901 census Mary Ragalina is described as a grocer.

According to Harrison Mary Ragalina was an attractive young woman, capable, athletic and very well-liked. But she also had a more sensitive and fragile side to her nature, when she first moved to Burgh Heath she found the solitude and wide-open spaces, inhabited by Gypsies catching birds with nets somewhat frightening and the couple bought a Fox Terrier to keep her company. Nonetheless it seems that the upright, military looking Gilbert and his pretty wife made quite an impression in Burgh Heath when they first moved in.

The Beginnings of GP Roberts & Sons 
Life in Burgh Heath, however, was not without its problems. It appears that Gilbert was a success at the factory traveling along the South coast to sell the jam and, perhaps, also making use of his London contacts. Mr. Hodson did well out of the enterprise but, so the Roberts family story narrated by Harrison has it, overstretched himself and got into financial problems. These he temporarily solved by selling all his reserves of jam to Harrods, but this was only a short-term solution and soon his business collapsed and he spent a night in prison on suspicion of fraud. In the overheated atmosphere surrounding the collapse of the business the phrase ‘Roberts must go’ was remembered by the family presumably because he knew too much about Hodson’s business dealings. We don’t know the full details of this affair and Harrison may be confusing more than one event
. Whatever the exact details of the case it would have left Gilbert unemployed and in a precarious position.

Gilbert, however, had not solely relied upon the jam factory but had bought, or perhaps built, Harrison is a little unclear, a significant shop premises in Burgh Heath with the boiler engineer at the jam factory Mr. Christmas
. This was despite the fact that there was already a grocers in the village run by James Russell which was very well-established – Russell can be found as a grocer in Burgh Heath in 1861
. According to Harrison Mr. Christmas lived in the flat above the shop, while Gilbert and his new wife (of whom more later) were living in Copley’s Cottage. Mr. Christmas got a job at Chivers jam factory and Gilbert was unsure what he should do. His life had reached a critical turning point. Obviously he loved the rural tranquility of Burgh Heath and felt at home there with his new wife, but he would also have been aware that being a rural shopkeeper would not be approved of by his family who had higher inspirations for their youngest son. Then unexpectedly Gilbert was visited in Copley’s Cottage by Lord Russell of Killowen who was the local land owner at Tadworth Court and wished to take possession of cottage. In response Gilbert said that he was thinking of buying out Mr. Christmas and moving into the flat above the shop, but it depended on whether he would be able to get the sub postmastership which was also being applied for by the greengrocer
 in the village. Lord Russell dismissed the prospects of the greengrocer and Gilbert saw in the paper next week that Lord Russell had had lunch with the Postmaster General… and within a few days a message was received at Epsom that Roberts should receive the postmastership. Gilbert and Mary Ragalina took that as ‘leading’ that they should take on the shop. By ‘leading’ of course Harrison means the leading of God against the wishes of the Roberts family. Thus in prayer and providence was the foundation of the business that was to become known as GP Roberts & Sons.

It might at this point be worth making a brief digression on the subject of Lord Russell of Killowen. Lord Russell was one of the significant men of late Victorian England, a highly successful lawyer he was appointed by Gladstone as the Attorney General and therefore possessed of considerable influence. But he was not a traditional member of the British aristocracy, his family were Belfast Roman Catholics living in moderate circumstances and he only gradually rose to be the foremost advocate of his age, Lord Chief Justice and MP for Hackney South, whilst remaining a devout Catholic. An unlikely man, indeed, to have been the benefactor of the fiercely Evangelical Gilbert Roberts

Marriage and family life
The 1891 census finds the couple living in Copley’s cottage, Burgh Heath

Gilbert P Roberts
23

Head
C. C. Clerk

Topsham, Devon

Mary R Roberts
27

Wife



at sea

Gilbert U Roberts
one month




Banstead, Surrey
Janet Gulley

57

Visitor
Living on own means
Bangalore, India

Ellen B Young

? 13

Servant


Groombridge, Kent

Gilbert’s employment is interesting. I suspect C. C. Clerk means Chief Commercial Clerk a post which nowadays is almost exclusively retained by the Indian Railways, where it is a rank just below Deputy Station Manager. The presence of Janet Gulley is also significant, indicating that her friendship and support continued to be important. In the 1881 census she can be found in Tunbridge Wells herself the keeper of a lodging house. There is also a photograph of her from Harrison’s photo album with Mr. and Mrs. Furse, the local schoolteacher and great friend of Gilbert.
The eldest child of the new family was Gilbert Underwood born in 1891 who like his sister Cassandra Underwood was born (in 1894) at Copley’s (Cassandra is referred to as both Randa and Cassie – Randa when she was a girl but, so it appears, Cassie when she got older). It seems, however, that Gilbert did not progress at school so he was sent to Liverpool where his education was supervised by the much loved uncle Robert. When the family had moved to the flat above the shop Donald (1898) (always referred to as Don), Harrison Day (1901) and Hugh Llewellyn (1907) were born. The flat seems to have provided comfortable accommodation for the family. There were three double bedrooms and two single bedrooms on the top floor as well as an upstairs sitting room and downstairs a kitchen and dining room as well as numerous outbuildings. The 1911 census provides us with this information

Gilbert Peterson Roberts 
43
Grocer
Mary Ann Ragalina Roberts 
47

Cassie Underwood Roberts 
17
Telephonist
Donald Roberts 

13

Harrison Day Roberts 

10

Hugh Llewellyn Roberts 
4
Lily Excell


24
Servant from Gillingham

By 1911 Gilbert Underwood was living away from home, boarding at 30 Southdown Terrace, Lyndhurst Road ,Worthing where his occupation is given as gardener/nurseryman (fruit grower). This seems like an unlikely occupation given his family background and together with Harrison’s comments about his schooling indicates that he struggled academically, but, as we’ll find, he found another career path in the years to come.
Charles Marner 


33 
Domestic Gardner
Helen Kate Marner 


34

Helen Amelia Marner 

6

Winifred Kathleen Marner 

5

Gilbert Underwood Roberts

20
Gardener Nurseryman (Fruitgrower)
The Roberts family became an established part of the village. The children went to the Wesleyan Methodist primary school
 before going off to secondary school further afield; Don and Harrison to Sutton County School and Cassie to Sutton High School. Harrison tells numerous stories about what sounds like an idyllic country childhood: bird nesting, playing on Burgh Heath pond and getting into various scrapes. Gilbert also established himself in the village and seems to have had two particular friends William Furse, the school master and Matthew Templeton, a local farmer
. He would enjoy retiring to the upstairs drawing room with these two friends, whilst Harrison listened in on their adult conversation. Harrison in particular remembers two jokes that the friends shared together

‘A very large woman was trying to get on the bus but was finding it difficult to squeeze through the rails, so the conductor leaned over from upstairs and said “Try sideways” to which the woman replied “I ain’t got no sideways”’.

‘A man on the bus got up to leave and accidentally picked up a woman’s umbrella instead of his own. When she challenged him he apologized saying he didn’t realize he had picked up her umbrella. Next day when he was at home he was sorting through his umbrellas and found that he had three that were broken so decided to take them into town to get them mended. It so happened that the same woman was on the bus with him again and when she saw him with three umbrellas remarked “Well you’ve had a very successful day today”

Mr. Furse would also bring his family and Harrison remembers them all playing the card game Happy Families together
. Gilbert seems to have taken a genuine delight in his rural surroundings and was once caught by Harrison, much to Harrison’s surprise, skating alone on Burgh Heath pond during a particularly cold winter. But Gilbert’s life was dominated by two main interests: Evangelical religion and his business. I will treat each of these separately, although, as we have already seen, they were intimately related to each other. They also need also to be set in a wider context particularly the 1914-18 war and the gradual suburbanization of the area particularly because of the development of the Chipstead Valley railway
.

GP Roberts & Sons – the development of a retail business
As we have already discussed the business at Burgh Heath began to develop when Gilbert bought out Mr. Christmas and acquired the sub-postmastership, intriguingly in 1901 Aaron Christmas a Jam Factory manager
 was living in Copley’s cottage – Gilbert and Mary Ragalina’s previous residence. We have a Post Office record from 1895 recording the appointment of Gilbert P Roberts to the sub postmastership in Burgh Heath, so this may have been when the Post Office opened. We don’t know what the business was like at the turn-of-the-century although it is clear that there was also a greengrocers
 in the village at the time and presumably a blacksmiths because Harrison refers to one later and there is evidence for a butchers
 and a bakers. Perhaps some idea of what that early shop would have been like can be gained from the Thomas Shop in Penybont, Radnorshire which reproduces a traditional village General Stores of the time 
. The Post Office was the key to the business and it is perhaps difficult for us to appreciate how central the Post Office was to people’s lives at the time, now that Post Offices and especially rural Post Offices are struggling to survive. They were something like the modern computer connected to the Internet: the locally accessible point through which everyone gained access to the wider world and through which the state could reach out into local communities. At Blists Hill Victorian town there is the reconstruction of a late Victorian sub post office which might, perhaps, give us some idea of what the Burgh Heath post office was like when it first opened
. Gilbert’s granting of the sub postmastership in the 1890s was part of a nationwide extension of sub post offices which numbered 25,000 and has been described as ‘the most extensive communication system in the world’ at the time
. The Post Office from 1912 also ran the local telephone exchange. It is significant that GP Roberts in the occasional surviving references to him in the archives is often associated with the Post Office Burgh Heath
 as in the 1901 census were Gilbert is listed as being sub post master/grocer. Before the war Gilbert is also listed in the Kelly’s directory as both a Grocer/Tea Dealer and Draper. As we have already seen in the 1901 census Mary Ragalina is also given the employment of Grocer indicating her importance in the business – especially given her father’s family background in the grocery/drapery trade in nearby Merstham
. It would be interesting to know what kind of relationship there was between the Roberts grocery business in Burgh Heath and the Underwood grocery business in Merstham only six or seven miles away.
Kelly’s directory of 1911 gives a helpful snapshot of commercial life in Burgh Heath at the time listing these businesses

Charles Beall, butcher

Charles Birch, butcher

George Brown, Surrey yeoman hotel

Isaac Farley, greengrocer

Ronald Edgar French MA, MD, BC camb, physician & surgeon

William Holdsworth, beer retailer

BN Langdon Davis MA, private tutor, Copt Hill

Peacock Smith, confectioner

Gilbert P Roberts, grocer & draper, Post office

Archibald Russell, grocer & draper

Percival Russell, baker & corn merchant

St. Monica’s Boarding School for girls

Matthew Templeton, farmer, Canon farm
Gilbert energetically developed the business, seeming to have in his mind the image of a kind of rural Department Store. This is why the shop was called The Stores, because the local gentry said that they got there supplies from The Stores, referring to the department stores in London. Perhaps there was also something in Gilbert which made him want to prove himself to his family who were not happy about him becoming a rural shopkeeper. Harrison also records that Gilbert made frequent visits to London which rather perplexed the young boy. It would be intriguing to know exactly what Gilbert was doing in London but it seems likely that he was, at least in part, using his contacts to keep abreast with the latest developments and obtain supplies for his business. Certainly one can imagine his decision to open a Drapery department was influenced by his brother who was a director of Shoolbred’s drapers on Tottenham Court Road, although the Killick/Underwood family’s background in the drapery trade may also have been important
. Harrison says that he was always up to date – giving as evidence his purchase of the Bercel meat slicer which at the time would have been at the cutting edge of new technology. Another innovation was refreshments, for which Gilbert set aside part of the premises, he also encouraged groups of schoolchildren from London to come out to Burgh Heath for the day, despite local unease at this invasion, and he seems to have made a good profit from this enterprise by improvising a covered area where they could sit rain or shine. Another of Gilbert’s enterprises was photography, he took many photographs of the surrounding area and turn them into postcards for sale at shop. This has left a lasting legacy as local historians and postcard collectors
 have included his work in their collections
.
What is clear is that Gilbert didn’t spend his time counting out stamps or measuring out a pound of flour for Mrs. Bowler. Right from the start it appears a manager was employed alongside a man to look after the horse for the deliveries, which were an important part of the business. Important among these would appear to have been James Oliver who in the 1901 census is a Grocer’s Assistant and in 1911 living in the Post Office cottage and still a grocer’s assistant whilst his wife Edith
 is a telephone clerk in the Post Office. He was born in 1875 in Fordcombe (Penhurst), Kent. In 1901 it appears that Alfred Morgan and his family was living in the Post Office cottage and working in the shop. In 1901 we also find an Albert Sandalls living in Burgh Heath and employed as a Grocer’s/Drapers assistant, but by 1911 he has returned home to Sussex where he is a grocery and provisions dealer. Getting good staff was vital for the business and Harrison had clear memories about who were good, reliable staff such as Miss Hilton who looked after the Post Office first at Burgh Heath and then at Kingswood. When Miss Hilton left she was given £1 for every year of service. On the other hand Harrison also recalls ‘Mock’ Page
 a ne’er-do-well employed as temporary postman who was later found to have deposited the contents of his postal sack in a ditch. The family was also employed in the business. According to Harrison Mary Ragalina was very important in establishing the reputation of the business in the village, Harrison was particularly aware of the burden she bore while Gilbert was pursuing his interests in London and elsewhere. Harrison himself was also involved in the business – doing the deliveries with Tom the pony before he died and was replaced by a converted taxicab. Harrison was also involved in the more mundane business of dividing wholesale sugar and other commodities into units for sale to the public. For an understanding of the context in which the business developed see the appendix Independent Retailers in the 19th and 20th Centuries
Harrison reports being surprised one day when his father returned home to say that he had bought a shop in Kingswood from the builder Robert Costain, as Harrison himself says, this illustrates that Gilbert was a man who looked ahead and saw the possibilities of things. But much of this was made possible by the development of the Chipstead valley railway:
The line was opened in two parts. The first stage was built from Purley as far as Kingswood as the Chipstead Valley Railway. Local MP and Chairman of the South Eastern Railway at the time, Sir Cosmo Bonsor proposed the line in 1893. However, given the difficult terrain of the route which would have involved deep cuttings and tight bends, the idea was met by some opposition from his fellow directors. Despite this, construction eventually began in 1896 and on 2 November 1897 a single-track line to Kingswood (originally Kingswood and Burgh Heath) was complete. In 1899 Sir Cosmo Bonsor formed a private syndicate to have the line extended from Kingswood to its current terminus at Tattenham Corner in order to catch the racegoing traffic. By Derby Day on 4 June 1901, the extension to Tattenham Corner was opened, during which time the line was also upgraded from single to double track.

Thus the small isolated Surrey village which had first attracted Gilbert was gradually turning into affluent Surrey suburbia and the business was ideally placed in order to take advantage of this, but it wasn’t an overnight success. Harrison reports that his father said the business took some time to build up capital after buying out Mr. Christmas. The buying of the Kingswood shop seems to have been a key event and it was followed by extending the business into Lower Kingswood and Epsom Downs. It has always seemed something of an irony to me that such a staunch Evangelical as Gilbert Roberts should have profited from Epsom racecourse and Derby day when the gambling associated with it would have been so much outside his moral compass! Harrison reports an interesting disagreement between Gilbert and his friend Mr. Templeton over the selling of tobacco in the Burgh Heath store. Mr. Templeton strongly disapproved of this, but Gilbert went ahead anyway, perhaps he quoted to him the story of the famous Baptist preacher CH Spurgeon who was a great cigar smoker. When challenged by an earnest young man about his use of the ‘devil’s weed’ Spurgeon replied ‘Yes, that’s why I’m burning it!’. This issue illustrates the complex relationship between the business and Gilbert’s other entrepreneurial interest – Evangelical Christianity.
Methodism and Mission Halls

Gilbert may not have followed his family’s wishes in regard to his career but he did in regard to religion, at least to start with. As we have seen Gilbert was brought up within a devout Wesleyan Methodist family and when he moved to Burgh Heath he was soon heavily involved in the church and school
 which was attached to it. We don’t know Gilbert’s precise involvement with the church, but he seems to have been involved in ministry in churches in the area, certainly by singing concerts and probably preaching. At some time in the 1890s there seem to be some kind of disruption and altercation at Burgh Heath Methodist Church and Gilbert permitted a ‘tin room’ to be built on his property to enable the church and school to continue. This altercation seems to have involved Mr. Hodson from the Tadworth jam factory and Mr. Furse, the school master and Gilbert’s friend. Eventually the problem was ironed out and the church and school returned to their original building
.
Wesleyan Methodism, however, was going through a process of change at this time and it is necessary to understand this in order to appreciate how Gilbert’s religious commitments changed.

James Munson in his book The Nonconformists – in search of a lost culture states

Wesleyan Methodists own social rank had been changing: as Sir Henry Chubb told Lord Salisbury in 1885, Wesleyans ‘belong to a much higher social class than used to be the case’. With their social improvement their old evangelical fervor which Sidney Smith had so disliked had subsided into a sound middle-class respectability

Influential Wesleyans such as Hugh Price Hughes ‘the leader of the "Forward Movement" in Methodism, sought to reshape the Methodist Church as the moral and social conscience of Britain. Later, he extended this idea to the Nonconformist Free Churches as a whole. He was concerned that the non-Anglican evangelical tradition had become overly focused on individual salvation, and it was time for Methodists, Baptists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians and Quakers to become churches in a fuller sense, taking on responsibility for the salvation of society’
. The increasing power and influence of Wesleyan Methodists promoted by leaders like Hugh Price Hughes is perhaps most obviously demonstrated by the completion of Methodist Central Hall in 1911, but Gilbert Roberts seems to have viewed these changes with concern
Harrison talks about Gilbert becoming increasingly uncomfortable with the theology preached by students coming from Methodist colleges – presumably this was the Wesleyan Theological Institute based at Richmond. This process of liberalization is discussed by John Edmondson in his 1990 PhD dissertation “The doctrines of hell and judgment and the need for personal conversion as an index to the development of liberal theology within the theological colleges of the Methodist church in England from 1907 to 1932”

Dr. E. Dale Dunlap has studied the liberalising tendencies in nineteenth century British Methodism and concludes that by the end of the century there was already a significant liberalising ferment which forms a highly relevant background to the Wesleyan situation. He sees the issues then presented by Biblical higher criticism as favourable to liberal scholarship. This was having the effect of weakening previous constraints of doctrinal authority and opening the way to new, independent, thinking. This tendency was further strengthened by the reconciliation of the debate over science and religion and overall more prominence was given to the capacity of human reason at the expense of revelational authority and traditional doctrinal standards. Doctrine was being affected by a growing emphasis on the humanity of Jesus. Also the Atonement was seen much more in terms of the love of God than as propitiation of His wrath, and there was an increasing acceptance of the position of universalism. None of these positions was yet typical for the whole of Methodism, but rather represented points of view which were fast becoming respectable possible attitudes within Methodism.
Harrison remembers discussions about this preaching between his parents and the Furses and the Templetons, some seem to have approved of these new preachers but ‘on the whole they were discredited’, the particular point of concern was the denial of the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. About the year 1910 Gilbert was approached by The Evangelization Society
 to take over the superintendency of Tadworth Mission Hall from a certain Fred Chapman. The Mission Hall had been set up by the Ransome Wallis
’s, an influential Evangelical family, as a mission to the Gypsies who lived on Walton Heath and subsequently came under the supervision of the Evangelization Society. This was a hugely significant event in Gilbert’s life, it enabled him to leave behind the increasingly liberal Wesleyan Methodist Church, tightly controlled by its centralized ministerial conference and enter into the world of free evangelical Christianity which gave him fullscope to develop his entrepreneurial energies in the sphere of religion.
Again some context is necessary in order to understand what was going on here. Victorian England saw an enormous amount of church building – Anglicans and Nonconformists competed to build impressive structures to cater for the needs of new housing developments, but alongside this mission halls were built in order to meet the needs of those outside the confines of suburban normality. Typically this was the urban poor, but also included more isolated rural communities and groups such as the Gypsies for which the Tadworth Mission Hall was built. Sometimes these Mission Halls remained part of Anglican parishes or Nonconformist churches, sometimes groups of them became an independent Christian movement such as the Salvation Army, but there were also others which were autonomous or more loosely connected to Evangelical networks. This was the case with Tadworth, founded by the Ransome Wallises whose main interest was a home for unmarried mothers “The Mission of Hope” based in Croydon. This example of church building from Camden is typical even though it comes from an urban context
To serve the burgeoning population, six new Anglican parishes had been created, including St Matthew’s (1854), whose church spire graces the skyline in Gore’s Mornington Crescent 1911. Catering for nonconformists were Congregational and Presbyterian chapels, and the New Camden (Methodist) Chapel which in 1889 superseded an earlier Wesleyan place of worship. Several mission halls targeted the poor.
There gradually grew in Victorian Britain (and also with important connections to America) an Evangelical movement which saw commitment to Evangelical religion as more important than the old denominational commitments. This was exacerbated, as we have already seen, by the growth in liberal theology which alienated many Evangelicals. Sometimes Evangelicals remained within their denominations in order to fight for Evangelical values within the institution, but sometimes they left the old denominations and set up their own independent churches – often reaching back for justification to the original Puritan separatists such as Thomas Browne. Perhaps the most famous example of leaving the denomination was CH Spurgeon who left the Baptist Union over the Downgrade controversy in 1888.
In Gilbert Roberts we can see these two factors coming together. He became alienated from the Wesleyan church by the theology of young preachers coming from Methodist colleges and he was provided with an new opportunity by the superintendency of the independent Mission Hall at Tadworth. Gilbert seems to have pursued his responsibilities at Tadworth with energy – Harrison remembers having to pump up the tyres on his bike so he could ride off for the evening meeting and he says that, supported by Mary Ragalina, as ever, the Sunday school thrived. But we don’t know very much about what went on at the Mission Hall at this time or about how it was organized, what Harrison does remember was the missionary speakers which seem to have been an important part of the programme at Tadworth. In particular he remembers the Rev. John Wilkinson
 from the Mildmay Mission to the Jews which was based in Shoreditch, at that time in the heart of the East End Jewish community that was fleeing persecution in Eastern Europe. He also remembers Rev. Gear Willet from the China Inland Mission. Although this comes from a little later than the time Harrison is talking about it, perhaps, gives a flavour of a missionary lecture
Highways of the Far East was the title of a lantern lecture given by the Rev T. Gear Willett at the Holyrood Hall, Newport. His talk was held in connection with his involvement of the China Inland Mission, of which he was deputation secretary.

These quotes from Gear Willet, the first from a book preface, the second from the editorial for an Evangelical bulletin, perhaps gets us as close as we can to the spiritual atmosphere of Tadworth mission

CALLED UNTO HOLINESS by Ruth Paxson, published by MOODY PRESS 


Oneness with Christ


Likeness to Christ


Fullness of Christ


Wrestlers for Christ


"For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness" (I Thessalonians 4:7).

It has been my privilege for many years to pray daily for the author of this book as one of the Lord's messengers, and I count it an added privilege to commend the record of these addresses to fellow believers, everywhere. Some years ago, when associated with Miss Paxson at the Pei Tai Ho Convention in North China, it was with joy that one listened to messages marked with real clarity of thought and depth of spiritual teaching. Since then there has been an inward longing that opportunity might be given in England for a larger circle to be reached and this year has seen the fulfillment of this desire at Keswick Convention.

It is not the author's thought that every utterance of hers may be of sufficient value to be stereotyped in print, but yielding to the request of publishers and, a number of friends these are to be issued in popular form as a companion volume to the one now so well known, Rivers of Living Water. The addresses are printed as delivered at the three meetings for ladies only and at the closing fellowship gathering and this will account for the more or less conversational style and freedom of approach.

There were many who prayed that this year's Keswick Convention would lead deeper into the truths of Scripture and the testimony of not a few is that these talks mark a part of the answer to those prayers.

That GOD may use this book to reveal to many of His servants the riches that there are in CHRIST JESUS and then by His Spirit to appropriate them for personal use will be my heartfelt prayer. In the words of a Chinese, great as an intercessor, "No one can do better than to study the Word of GOD devotionally and then pray it into the life. "

Revival Bulletin
"It is our desire that this Bulletin shall form a definite link in the spiritual movement leading to the widespread outpouring of the Spirit that so many are expecting, … The Revival that we pray for must be deep and as abiding as the Eternal Word of God. It must be based upon the promises of God."

The China Inland Mission for which Gear Willett worked was founded by Hudson Taylor in 1865 and was a radical innovation in missionary thinking and practice at the time as he chose to wear the clothes of ordinary Chinese people and sought to reach beyond the relative comfort of the European enclaves such as Hong Kong. Willett himself is especially associated with a special telegraph code developed by the mission to improve their efficiency and economy in telegraphing
, thus displaying the kind of entrepreneurial energy which Gilbert would have understood and appreciated.

The other missionary speaker which Harrison remembers is Rev. Bendor Samuel. This presumably was Theodore Bendor Samuel, whose father and mother Elijah and Mabel served with the Mildmay Mission to the Jews. He himself took on the leadership of this organization in 1955 after serving as a pastor with a number of Free Evangelical churches. He was also a very significant figure in the development of the Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches
. The Bendor Samuel’s continued to be known to the Roberts family for many years and I remember them being talked about in my childhood in the 1970s.
The Keswick referred to by Gear Willett is ‘The Keswick Convention which began in 1875 as a focal point for the Higher Life movement in the United Kingdom. It was founded by an Anglican, Canon T. D. Harford-Battersby, and a Quaker, Robert Wilson. The Higher Life movement was a movement devoted to Christian holiness in England. Its name comes from a book by William Boardman, entitled The Higher Christian Life, which was published in 1858. The main idea of the Higher Life movement was that the Christian should move on from his initial conversion experience to also experience a second work of God in his life. This work of God is called “entire sanctification,” “the second blessing,” “the second touch,” “being filled with the Holy Spirit,” and various other terms. Higher Life teachers promoted the idea that Christians who had received this blessing from God could live a more holy, that is less sinful or even a sinless, life.’
 Keswick was certainly attended by the Roberts and their friends, Harrison talks of driving the ‘Essex car’ with the Miss Wallis’s to Keswick, presumably sometime in the early 20s. But how much they adhered to a ‘Higher Life’ theology I don’t know
.
Harrison comments that these missionary speakers were very important in the development not only of his faith, but also of his ambition and it seems to me that this combination of faith and ambition is perhaps the key to understanding Gilbert Roberts and his legacy. We will return to the Evangelical entrepreneurship of Gilbert later as it took an increasingly central role in his life, but first an event from the outside world which disrupted life in Burgh Heath as it did throughout Europe: the 1914-18 war.
The Roberts family and the Great War

When the war started in 1914 it was a problem for Gilbert, as it was for many employers, for he found his staff leaving in order to volunteer for the armed services. Harrison reports that his health began to suffer and he took his son Don out of school in order to help in the shop. Later, however, the family could look back on the war as the time which made the business as they developed an excellent reputation for the fair distribution of rations. But the war also had a more direct impact on the family because both Gilbert Jr. and Don were called up (or perhaps volunteered
) and it was this which seems to have had a big impact on Mary Ragalina’s health. As I previously said she was always seen as having something of a nervous constitution and the fear and worry involved with Gilbert Jr. and Don fighting on the Western front caused her immense distress. I could find no details of Don’s war service but Gilbert Underwood Roberts is listed in the Role of Individuals entitled to the Victory medal and/or British War Medal. He was a Private 2698 in the 23rd Battalion of the London Regiment 22. 3. 16 to 1. 10. 16. The Military Service Bill for conscripting single men between 18 and 41 was introduced in January 1916 so presumably Gilbert was conscripted or volunteered in response to the coming of conscription. We have no other specific details about his individual war record but the war diary of the 23rd Battalion gives us very clear details about why his war record ended on 1 October 1916

1 October-2nd October 1916

8:30 am. Moved to SWITCH LINE arriving at noon. Battalion placed that disposal of 141st infantry Battalion at 5. 30 p.m. under orders of 141st infantry Battalion Battalion moved forward to PRUE TRENCH, one company being detailed to carry bombs from HIGH WOOD. Headquarters to STARFISH. That's 9. 30 p.m. further move into OBI and at 11 PM warning order received to reinforce 141st infantry Battalion through EAUCOURT L'ABBAYE at dawn. Final order received and dictated at 4. AM, and after delay owing to congestion of trenches, advance was made from OBI, in four attacking waves at 6. 45 am. Capt AT Fearon in command of firing line. The attack was held up by heavy machine gunfire and Capt Fearon was ordered to reorganize in OBI. Battalion withdrew at dusk under orders of 141st infantry Battalion to PRUE TRENCH and later was ordered to move back to HIGH WOOD and was placed under the orders of 142nd infantry battalion. Headquarters in BLACK WATCH TRENCH at 10 PM. Casualties 5 KILLED, 83 WOUNDED and 75 MISSING
We know that Gilbert was captured by the Germans and spent the rest of the war as a prisoner of war so presumably he was one of the 75 missing. 
This action was part of the infamous battle of the Somme
Eaucourt l'Abbaye became a backwater until 1916, when the British and French began the Battle of the Somme (1 July – 13 November). During the Battle of Flers–Courcelette (15–22 September), divisions of the British III Corps in the Fourth Army advanced close to Eaucourt and operations to capture it began on 1 October. The Eaucourt defenders of a regiment of the 6th Bavarian Reserve Division were overrun by a brigade of the 47th Division on 1 October, during the Battle of Le Transloy (1 October – 5 November) but operations continued until 3 October. After Eaucourt was captured, British attacks continued in the area, to take the Butte de Warlencourt which was captured several times and lost to German counter-attacks, during the rest of the Battle of Le Transloy. In the winter of 1916–1917, which was the worst for fifty years, the area was considered by the troops of the I Anzac Corps to be the foulest sector of the Somme front.

When Mary Ragalina received the news that Gilbert had been taken prisoner, presumably having already heard he was missing, Harrison tells us she went out into the street waving the telegram in uncontained joy. 
Don who, Harrison again tells us, served as a machine gunner was injured and shocked to discover that while he was at home recuperating most of his unit was wiped out in a bloody offensive. Don, himself, was badly affected by the war, suffering repeated nightmares: what at the time was called Shell Shock and might now be described as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. The story is told in the family of him training his machine gun on a gap in the barbed wire and shooting the Germans as they poured through. Harrison tells us he was not sent back to France after his recuperation but was posted to Ireland.
Despite her fears and worries during the war Mary Ragalina kept working, Harrison also reports that she enjoyed an allotment on the Heath, even if the poor soil and difficulties with watering did not make it particularly productive. It was Harrison’s belief that Mary never recovered from the anxiety and worry of the war years, subsequently she developed a mysterious blood condition which kept her confined to bed for a long time, and eventually she died on December 5, 1922. It is often said in the family that she was worn out by overwork
In Loving Memory

of

Mary Ann Ragalina Roberts

who went to see the King

in His Beauty

saved by the precious blood

of the Lord Jesus
Mary was buried at Kingswood parish church on the 9th December
. Harrison reports that she was highly respected in the village in her concern for others and for running the store and her family. She is still remembered in the family with great respect and affection. What impact her death had on Gilbert we don’t know, but one can imagine it was significant and it certainly would have had a practical impact given her important role in the business and Tadworth mission.

The Family grows and the business expands
By the end of the war Gilbert was over 50 and his sons Don and Harrison were taking an increasingly important role in the business, in fact Harrison reports that he and Don had a conversation immediately after the war in which they agreed together to take on the business and really make it work. This is despite the fact that initially Harrison wanted to become a surveyor but was made to go into the business by his father. Following in the footsteps of his uncles he developed a particular interest in bookkeeping and accountancy and he took on responsibility for the financial management of the business. Don was more interested in the customer service side of the business and is remembered as being very energetically committed to customers in the shop. The youngest son Hugh also joined the business, he and Harrison were great friends and it seems that it is they that pushed forward the expansion of the business. Hugh’s particular responsibility was for the hardware store in Kingswood which developed an excellent and widespread reputation.
I get the impression that Gilbert was good on the big picture but not so interested in the day-to-day practicalities, so his sons practical help with the detailed running of the business would have been a great benefit, especially after Mary’s illness and death. Harrison’s reminiscences don’t really go much beyond 1920 so we do not have so much information about how the business developed, we know that Gilbert purchased the Kingswood property but eventually the business was to develop into six separate premises throughout the area, and it became a prosperous concern. The transformation of the area from rather remote rural villages into affluent Surrey suburbia was certainly the key to this, but the business also seems to have been effectively and efficiently managed. The only indication we have about the relationship between father and sons is an anecdote of Harrison’s about his motorbike journeys to visit his future wife Ellen in Winchester. Gilbert in his imperious manner told Harrison he shouldn’t spend so much time going to Winchester, but in response Harrison retorted that he had bicycled to Tunbridge Wells in order to see his future wife so he couldn’t see what was wrong with going to Winchester. This seemed to settle the matter!
Through the electoral register we can trace Gilbert’s gradual disengagement from Burgh Heath

1907-19 
Post office Burgh Heath

1919 

15 Oatlands Road, Burgh Heath

1920-27 
Post Office Burgh Heath

1928 

Post Office cottage

1929 

The Cottage, Chapel Street

1930 

Tadworth cottage

1931-34 
Mardlebury Tadworth Street

We don’t know much about these different properties. The Post Office cottage was lived in by James Oliver, the Grocery Assistant before the war. Mardlebury was presumably some kind of lodginghouse where Gilbert lived before the move to Bournemouth which we will look at later.

By now the next generation was beginning to be born. Harrison married Ellen Piper the daughter of a successful Methodist businessman from Winchester and built a house called Caer Gwent (the old name for Winchester) in Kingswood. This was a rather upper-middle-class area and sometimes the shop-keeping Roberts felt that they were not considered to be on quite the same social level as their more salubrious and professional neighbours. Don married Kathleen Lanaway who was the sister of Amy Ashdown, my father’s mother. Later Hugh was to marry Joan. Cassie also married, a tax inspector called Reg, before she married she worked at the Post Office and in the telephone exchange. Gilbert Underwood had also married by this time (Beatrice Maud), but rather than go into the business he became a minister and evangelist with the Caravan Mission to Village Children
. During his time as a prisoner of war he became a chaplain to the other troops and this seems to have spurred his interest in Christian work so that after the war he trained in Glasgow before pursuing this profession which, presumably, was considered acceptable by Gilbert Sr. who was himself to continue his own commitment to the expansion of Evangelical Christianity into his retirement.

Evangelical entrepreneurship
As we know Gilbert took on the superintendency of Tadworth Mission Hall around 1910, but it seems that at some point this Mission Hall was rebuilt by Gilbert and became an independent Evangelical church in its own right
. My paternal grandfather Lloyd Ashdown, who was himself a Brethren preacher, was one of the guarantors of this building project, but the dates are uncertain – presumably after he returned from the war.
We know much more about Lower Kingswood Mission Hall because of a history of the church which has been published
. Gilbert and the Roberts family were deeply involved in this initiative.
Lower Kingswood Evangelical Free Church started in 1923 as a Mission Hall with help from a similar fellowship at Tadworth. Like many small churches at that time, it met in an “Iron Chapel” which was replaced in 1931 with a new church building

Ethel Wallis
 who was exhausted from working with Brighton Railway Mission had moved back into the area in 1922 and after a successful summer mission in the village plans were developed for setting up a Mission Hall

The earliest record of the proposal for the opening of a new Mission Hall is a letter dated 12 January 1923 sent out signed by Mr. G. P. Roberts of the Post Office at Burgh Heath, the leader of the Tadworth Mission Hall (which had opened in November 1899), Mrs Tredinnick (wife of one of the founders of the Tadworth Mission Hall) and Miss Ethel G Wallis of Rose Bank (now 42 Smithy Lane), Lower Kingswood announcing a decision to “erect an iron room on land already secured in Smithy Lane, in which to carry on Gospel work, and it is thought that many who have the Lord’s work at heart, especially in the villages, will desire to have fellowship in this effort. The building, preparation of land etc will cost roughly about £200, towards this £110 is already promised, and any further help will be gratefully received and acknowledged. “It is proposed to invest the property in the Tadworth Mission Hall Trust [dated 15 June 1921], in connection with which work it will be carried on. This will secure it being conducted on undenominational lines and maintaining that Gospel teaching dear to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, and stand for the full inspiration of the Old and New Testaments.” 

1923 – THE ORIGINAL IRON ROOM 

Things seem to have happened much more quickly in those days and on 21st February 1923, the Mission was opened on land now occupied by the houses to the South of the present Church. Miss Ethel G Wallis was appointed the first Superintendent. Her notes for that occasion read: “Little did I think when I was brought here last Spring through a breakdown of health, that I would do any more work. The Devil told me I should not, but he is the father of lies, and I do thank God for a wonderful restoration. He has wonderfully answered prayer in giving us this delightful little Hall and we believe this is just the beginning of great things, and that God is going to give us showers of blessing.” 
This is the only remaining piece of Gilbert’s writing that I am aware of and it illustrates the importance of Tadworth Mission Hall Trust. We don’t know anymore about the Trust but it was obviously an important legal and practical instrument for taking forward these evangelical initiatives. The use of the word undenominational is significant, it was a common designation for chapels and mission halls and indicates a freedom from the established churches of the time, a freedom, which as we have seen was important theologically and practically. In particular the appointment of a woman as superintendent is intriguing. Although Constance Coleman was ordained as a Congregational minister in 1917, for most churches female ministers were a long way away. It is probably important that mission halls were non-Eucharistic and like the foreign mission fields, small mission halls gave women a chance to exercise their leadership gifts which would not have been possible within mainstream institutions. Ethel Wallis was an important friend of the Roberts, we have already encountered her being taken to the Keswick conference by Harrison and my mother Margaret remembers Ethel and her sister well, particularly sitting on their lawn making daisy chains! The Roberts connection with Lower Kingswood continued into the 1940s
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Morphew of Holmbury St Mary… accepted full financial responsibility for the work from the other members of the Tadworth Mission Hall Trust during the years 1926 to 1943. The original ‘iron room’ had been erected on land subject to a seven year lease, and as 1930 and the end of the lease approached, the present site was purchased, and a fund started toward a new building. The Surrey Prayer Circle, of which Mrs. Morphew was the Founder / Secretary, engendered an ever widening circle of praying and contributing friends. The new Hall was opened on Wednesday 10th June 1931 with meetings packed to the back of the vestibule – a time of united praise, joy and thanksgiving. The work continued to go ahead in the new Hall, and tribute was paid to the friends of the Tadworth Mission for the great help given, especially in the Sunday School, which owed much of its growth and consolidation to the teachers and leaders who came over to help us in 1927 and 1928. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL – Part 1 

The Sunday School started from the very smallest of beginnings, with five children. At that time, Mr. E. Harrington, the first Sunday School Superintendent, was the leader / teacher / organist all rolled into one. Growth was quick however and by 1928 (the fifth anniversary) there were 45 scholars. By this time help had been sought; and gratefully accepted, from Tadworth Mission, several of whose members became teachers, some with children of their own, who helped swell the numbers in the Sunday School. Mr. & Mrs Harrison Roberts and Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Roberts were amongst these and led the work for a considerable time. In those days Sunday School was held in the afternoons, but attendance at the Sunday morning service was encouraged and prizes were given for regular attendance. 
The continuing involvement of Lower Kingswood with GP Roberts’ networks is illustrated by their involvement in missionary work

From very early days there was a vital concern for missionary work which has continued. The Mission of Hope in Croydon (founded by Mrs Janet Ransome Wallis, a relation of Miss Ethel Wallis), the Mildmay Mission to the Jews and the London City Mission were among the UK based organisations supported in addition to a number of overseas missions.… For many years the Harvest Sunday display and gifts went to the Mission of Hope.

In 1934, at Miss Wallis’ invitation, Mr & Mrs. Philip E. Bush came from Tadworth to help in the work, especially among the young people. Again in fellowship with Tadworth, a branch of the National Young Life Campaign
 was started. Late in 1946 the Tadworth Fellowship introduced Campaigner Clans
 among the boys and girls at Lower Kingswood. This greatly helped to draw the village children to Sunday School. It was lovely to see one side of the Hall completely filled with children on Church Parade mornings. In 1939 Miss Wallis relinquished the leadership of the work, but although she had attained her three score years and ten, she still remained active in the work, leading the women’s meeting and taking care of the finances of the Mission.
In 1950 Miss Wallis died, followed in 1962 by Mary Wallis her sister. Lower Kingswood and Tadworth continue to have a close relationship, sharing a minister William Saunders from 1946-1953, he also was involved in setting up Tattenham Corner Evangelical Church to serve an area of postwar council housing development, this has now become Merland Rise Church. According to Mary White, Gilbert Robert’s granddaughter, Gilbert remained a trustee of these establishments ‘being an authoritative, determined, strong-minded character with fixed ideas, these meetings were reported to become quite heated at times’
. In 1972 Tadworth Evangelical Free Church as it has now become was struggling and decided to close and join with Lower Kingswood
. Mary continues that a third church was established in the Banstead area on Banstead High Street, presumably this is the Banstead Baptist Church which supported Lower Kingswood church in the 1980s and 90s, her brother John was a member of this church. This is the history of the church on his website

In March 1895, William Hodson purchased a 'parcel of land situate in the Parish of Banstead in the County of Surrey being part of a field ... called the Town Field or Pound Field ... having a frontage of sixty feet to the road leading from Sutton to Banstead Station'. The ‘Pound Field’, in this sheep farming village, was where the lost sheep were brought for safety and to be reclaimed by their rightful owner. In June 1896, four Christian businessmen from Sutton, William Hodson, John McCall
, Ransome Wallis and Walter Goff, became trustees of the land and erected a Mission Hall on the understanding that '... all buildings thereon to be erected forever hereafter appropriated and used as and for a place for an Undenominational Gospel Mission Work'. The Mission Hall was later registered as the Baptist Free Church for the purpose of solemnising marriages but was known as Banstead Evangelical Free Church. Although it became called Banstead Baptist Church in 1960, it retains its original covenant obligations and that is why we are not a part of any denomination. On 8 September 2013 these church buildings were rededicated to God and named ChristChurch Banstead.
It is significant to note the name of William Hodson who presumably is the Methodist farmer from Burgh Heath who first employed Gilbert and also Mr. Ransome Wallis who first built Tadworth Mission Hall. Although GP Roberts does not seem to have been directly involved in the founding of the Banstead church it seems likely that he was involved in it as a trustee of some kind.
Bournemouth
Gilbert, however, despite a growing and successful business and significant involvement in evangelical religion in Surrey did not remain in the area, he retired from the business and moved to the South coast. Harrison reports that he was living in Slavanka
, a Christian hotel in Southbourne, Bournemouth, because he wrote from here asking Harrison to take responsibility for his work at Tadworth which included arranging speakers. It seems that Gilbert was using Slavanka as a base from which to develop a home and Christian work in nearby Tuckton. An article in the Christchurch Herald in 1963 gives us helpful information about what happened
Tuckton was already an impressive district in 1936— but minus a church hall, for any religious offerings. Worried by this absence of any "witness to the Christian Gospel," a group of people banded together. . . . A few meetings were held in the home of a Mrs. M. Priestly Lewis, in Iford - lane, and later in the hut in the garden of a house called Fylingdale in Saxonbury-road. And so the first seeds were sown for what is now the Tuckton Evangelical Free Church. Beliefs? "A basic faith in the full inspiration of the Scriptures, and the atoning work of Christ as one's only means of salvation." Instigator behind the church's strength today was Mr. G. P. Roberts (who died in 1955). He provided the land in Iford-lane, on which he built the church and two houses. He lived in one and as was his intention the other, The Mount, eventually became the Manse for the pastor. 

By 1940 a former London City missioner Mr. W Fletcher had been recruited as minister and the church continues today under the name of Tuckton Christian Center.
Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches
Gilbert’s evangelical efforts were generally redirected towards the setting up of undenominational Mission Halls which were such a distinctive feature of Victorian and Edwardian Christianity. By the 1920s and 1930s, the environment was beginning to change. The development of modernist theology in Nonconformist churches made many of the people involved in such Evangelical activity uncomfortable and they began to drift away from the established denominations. Yet this could leave them isolated. Into this situation came Rev. Joshua Poole-Connor. He was born in 1872 and became a Baptist minister before leaving the Baptist Union because of his support for CH Spurgeon over the Downgrade Controversy, previously mentioned. Gradually he became well known as a Christian speaker, particularly through his involvement with the North Africa Mission, and his advocacy of Evangelical Christians separating themselves from denominations that were considered liberal

Evangelicals who remain in complacent fellowship with those who deny their faith are not only failing to stem the tide of apostasy; they are accelerating the pace. Their very leniency is eloquent advocacy; it cries aloud to multitudes that what men call liberalism in religion is far from being the harmful thing that Spurgeon thought it, for are not they - outstanding evangelicals - hand-in-glove with those who teach it?

This message, no doubt, would have struck a chord with Gilbert. As Poole-Connor traveled around the country he found many similar independent congregations which he drew together in 1922 as A Fellowship of Undenominational and Unattached Churches and Missions. We don’t know to what extent Gilbert was involved in this new Fellowship but it seems likely that he was. The Mission Halls he was involved in became Free Evangelical churches and all of them apart from the Banstead church are now members of the Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches (FIEC), the successor to the Fellowship. Furthermore Theodore Bendor Samuel who Harrison Roberts remembers preaching at Tadworth worked for the FIEC after the war and was its president in 1967 and 1978. In the light of this Gilbert Roberts can be seen as a significant local pioneer of the FIEC and it is certainly the appropriate context in which to understand his work.
We also find a trace of Gilbert in 1936 where he made two trips to Tangiers. The ship was MS Dempo which left on 5 June. Gilbert traveled second-class and gives his address as the Haven, Dalmeny road, Southbourne on sea. He is listed next to a certain Rev. Henry Oakley who was a Baptist minister who left the Baptist Union in sympathy with Spurgeon. He returned on 26 July aboard the ship Sibajek. Then he returned on October 30 again on the Sibajek, returning December 13 on the Baloeran, this time traveling first class. He gives his return address as 2 Southlands Ave., Southbourne. I strongly suspect that these two journeys were involved with some kind of missionary activity although we have no more details. What it does do is showing Gilbert living in Tuckton (the properties are about 10 minutes apart) but not yet having moved into the house he built next to Tuckton church
Last Days and Legacy

At some point Gilbert remarried, a woman remembered in the family as aunt Connie, but I have not been able to find when or Connie’s maiden name. She is remembered as being a strong woman who kept him in order – something he wasn’t accustomed to, but perhaps indicative of an increasing frailty. She is remembered as having some kind of background in Christian work. They moved at some point from Tuckton to a bungalow at Lancing in Sussex and it is here that he died on October 2, 1955, although he was buried in the Anglican Church in Kingswood, presumably with his first wife. An obituary notice in “The Christian”
 was retained by the family

Mr. GP Roberts

On October 2, Mr. GILBERT PETERSON ROBERTS of Lancing passed peacefully into the presence of his Lord, aged 88 years. As a young man Mr. Roberts served for 25 years as a Methodist local preacher and Sunday school superintendent. About the year 1910 he responded to a call to the superintendency of Tadworth Mission Hall where he continued until he retired from business. In 1936 Mr. Roberts founded the Tuckton Evangelical Free Church, Bournemouth, and maintained a keen interest in this Fellowship conducting the 19th anniversary service in July last

This is his probate record
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Gilbert seems to have been a somewhat remote figure in his grandchildren’s lives and they typically remember him as rather severe and reserved. No doubt the early death of their grandmother would have had an impact on this in numerous ways and his retirement to the South Coast would have meant he was quite distant physically. They do remember his presence at Christmas, however, and that he always remembered to send a postal order on their birthdays.

The business kept his legacy alive in the family. Harrison retired in 1966 but the hardware shop was continued until 1990 run by John, Don’s son. When the retail side was wound up, the company (GP Roberts & Sons) was kept going to manage the properties.  

Gilbert Underwood had one son Hugh (not to be confused with his youngest brother) who became the black sheep of the family. For long periods he disappeared and no one knew where he was, but I remember one Christmas when he appeared at my grandparents house. He had something of a vagabond life, living at times in an old van and enjoying hang gliding. For a while he was a part of the family again and received some assistance, but then seemed to vanish ending up in Orkney where he died in 20__. Gilbert Underwood himself died in 1948 Chepstow Hospital, Monmouthshire whilst living at the Mission Cottage, Stroat, Gloucestershire.
Around 1970 Harrison and Ellen moved to a bungalow in Leatherhead -- Rose Tor, St Nicholas Hill.  Here they attended Leatherhead Methodist Church, keeping in touch with what remained a close family and, my grandfather's particular interest, maintaining a large garden.  As their health began to wane they moved to Chichester, to be nearer my mother around 1987.  Ellen died in 1996, Harrison in 1999. Harrison didn’t encourage his sons Alan and Derek to go into the business and they both became accountants, Michael, Alan’s son is now the company secretary for GP Roberts & Sons. Margaret, my mother, married Raymond Ashdown a veterinary surgeon who as I have already indicated was the son of her uncle’s wife’s sister. Margaret and Derek became Baptists but Alan who died in 1997 was an evangelical Anglican.
Hugh married Joan, they were unable to have children so they adopted Judy through the offices of Adeline Wallis who was related to Ethel and Mary Wallis and ran the Mission of Hope in Croydon for unmarried mothers
. Judy married Trevor Bryant an evangelical Anglican and businessman. After retirement Hugh and Joan (now called Marguerite) moved to a large rural property called Spratt’s Hatch in Hampshire
Don married Cath Lanaway, my father’s aunt (see above), they had two children John and Mary. John continued to run the hardware shop in Kingswood until 1990 and was a member of Banstead Baptist Church. Mary married Ralph White who worked in shipping and they became evangelical Anglicans. After Cath’s death Don remarried a woman who worked in the shop.
Cassie married Reg, a tax inspector and Methodist. They had one son Richard (Dick) who married Joyce and became a Quaker.
Faith and Ambition - The Life and Legacy of Gilbert Peterson Roberts
Gilbert Roberts was a Victorian entrepreneur, part of that energetic middle-class which created 20th century Britain. He, of course, is of particular interest to his family who still gather annually at the AGM of GP Roberts & Sons but also, perhaps of wider interest and significance. Before reflecting on his character and legacy it might be worthwhile to consider this wider significance

1. The Retail Business. In the development of GP Roberts & Sons we can trace the emergence of the modern retail business which has become such an important part of the British economy. Obviously the business benefited from the suburbanization of a remote corner of rural Surrey but there was also a real spirit of innovation and entrepreneurialism which kept up with the times and found new ways to meet the needs of its consumers. This involved a degree of competition – winning the contract for the Post Office over James Farley the greengrocer and apparently becoming the dominant grocer in Burgh Heath despite the long-established Russell business. Whilst Gilbert seems to have delegated the day-to-day running of the business to others his energy, risk-taking and vision were crucial as, defying the wishes of his family and, no doubt, using the experience of his wife’s family, he laid the foundations of a successful enterprise. (See Appendix 1)
2. Nonconformist religion. Gilbert was a product of that great movement of Nonconformist religion which was integral to Victorian Britain but is now often ignored and marginalized in the narration of British history. It was a religion which meshed well with his business interests encouraging as it did self-reliance and a trust in God by whom difficulties could be overcome and a successful life forged out of our God-given talents. He reminds us that it was often Nonconformist religion which underpinned the economic success of Britain.

3. Evangelical religion. In Gilbert’s life we can trace the story of an important part of the story of British religion – the spread of liberal theology and its resistance by conservative Evangelicals. During Gilbert’s lifetime Evangelical religion was under pressure both from liberal theology and the revival of Catholic religion in both its Roman and Anglo forms. He was fighting a rearguard action to protect what he would have seen as biblical religion. It is significant to reflect that in the years after his death Evangelicalism experienced a revival, even if he might have disapproved of some forms of this such as the charismatic movement, and been surprised by others, such as the reverse flow of missionaries from Africa and elsewhere. (See Appendix 3)
What is important to notice is that these different aspects of Gilbert’s life were integrally connected. At crucial points we can see how religion facilitated his business success and how the profits from the business enabled him to pursue his religious interests. He provides an interesting case study of the relationship between free evangelical religion and the independent businessman. Particularly important in this regard are the family links with the Wallis/McCall family who combined significant business success with the promotion of evangelical religion (see appendix 5). But also at a deeper level his Evangelical spirituality sustained him and his family and provided it with an underlying sense of meaning and purpose.

So what of Gilbert Roberts the man? The first thing to be said, perhaps, is the importance of women in his life. Although the business is called Gilbert Roberts & Sons it is certain that Mary Ragalina Underwood was as important to its success as anyone, not to mention her central role in the family. ‘Aunt’ Connie was also an important support to him in his declining years. Gilbert, himself, is remembered as a rather distant and severe figure by his grandchildren – strong-willed and determined he is not a character who is easy to like from this distance, but he also had a softer, more romantic side which is often demonstrated in Harrison’s reminiscences. In particular he remembers his father talking about his anxiety before concerts and there is more than a hint of frailty about the failure of his first career. Perhaps it was an inner sense of frailty which caused him to project a stern exterior, but what is obvious from Harrison’s stories of skating, cardplaying and joking with his friends is that there was much more to Gilbert Roberts than the pragmatic businessman and serious preacher. Ultimately, of course, he was a man of his times: successful and determined, principled and pragmatic, he was the father of a family, the founder of a business and the inspiration of independent churches… all of which continue to flourish to this day.
Appendix: Independent Retailers in the 19th and 20th centuries

Although this article focuses on the corner shop, and Robert stores certainly became a bigger concern than a corner shop, this gives some helpful context for the social and economic history in which the business of GP Roberts & Sons can be set

Throughout the 1800’s to the 1950’s independent retailers were a cornerstone of British life and were taken for granted. It was commonplace for people to buy groceries on a daily basis and for visits to the corner shop to be a routine part of life. Shop assistants would serve individual customers directly and the idea of customers helping themselves was unheard of.  Goods were weighed out by hand, cut up, sliced and bundled. Everything would be tallied up on a receipt or else jotted on the front of a plain paper bag.  It was an age when customers entered a shop through a door that required pushing and a time when there were no turnstiles to navigate and no maze of shopping aisles to browse.  There was no checkout, electronic barcode scanning, chip and pin machines or club cards, but there was a counter and personal service.

The Victorian period was in many ways the golden age of the corner shop, by 1850 few retailers traded solely as mercers, tallow chandlers or drapers in villages and instead general stores were springing up selling groceries, household goods and drapery  marking the birth of the corner shop that sold all and sundry.

As the 19th century progressed the range of new processed and packaged provisions such as Huntley and Palmers biscuits, Pears soap,  Fry’s  and Cadbury’s chocolate steadily increased and the shape of shopping and how we bought produce was about to change.   For the best part of the 18th and 19th century, shop keepers had purchased wholesale consignments of staple ingredients such as  sacks of flour, sacks of oatmeal, barrels of vinegar, blocks of salt and chests of tea which would all be sold by weight, very often inclusive of the wrapping paper.  Bacon and ham would be sliced by hand whilst sugar would be cut from a solid cone known as a sugar loaf; but soon branded goods that came ready packaged in tins, packets and jars became the customer’s preferred choice over the traditional weighed out products.

During the 1920’s and 1930’s the corner shop changed very little with general stores still selling a range of provisions and household goods. with stock still being kept behind the counter and butter still being patted into shape and weighed out.  The shopkeepers knew their customers by name and everything was carefully wrapped. This was an age before self-service shops and a time when customers had accounts that were settled in cash with purchases being written down in an order book, where everything was clearly itemised in the shopkeepers own handwriting. The power of advertising and window displays was being used to draw in customers, but the shopkeepers now faced new challenges as they met competition from affordable variety stores that drew customers away with their seductive deals and fancy offerings.  The likes of Woolworth’s Fancy Bazaar were selling the latest products at attractive prices and were responding to customer’s needs. Whilst radio broadcasting and cheap newspapers meant that consumers were now quick to hear about new products and special offers.  Even the likes of Marks and Spencer’s who had enjoyed great success with their penny bazaar now felt the pinch from competitors; after they had been forced to drop their penny price system during the First World War as stock became difficult to source cheaply, they revised their lines, prices and in 1931 started selling fruit, vegetables and tinned food. Things were changing in the retail sector and large stores and small independent traders alike had to react to new trends in order to survive.

The new consumer goods industries that were making their fortunes in large department stores were having an impact on shopping notions. Since the 1880’s it had become common for shops to be adorned with advertising materials and signs for products such as Epps Cocoa and its rival Fry’s  and by 1910 products including Colman’s mustard, Crosse and Blackwell sauces and Hudson’s soap were all prominently displayed in the corner shop with accompanying signs, advertising cards and posters. The interwar years saw a further increase of branded and packaged products finding their way onto the shelves of the corner shop. Cleaning agents, tinned goods, packets of jelly and cereals such as shredded wheat were now all familiar products to find on the small independent retailers’ shelves and shopkeepers were benefitting from the promotional advertising supplied by the manufacturers that helped to seduce their customer into making extra purchases. They were also benefitting from a reduction in their workload as selling individually  packaged and processed goods reduced the cutting, bagging and weighing duties of the grocer; though it did not eliminate the use of the scales as many things were still sold lose things such as dried fruits, biscuits and rice. Whilst sugar was still weighed into little blue paper bags and bacon was still sliced and sold by weight and it was still common to find golden syrup in large dispensers.

Whilst the big stores could inevitably offer a superior range and display of goods and were able to sell their own-label products at low prices, the Retail Price Maintenance legislation that had been introduced on branded goods in the 1890’s to cover a few lines, rapidly extended after 1914 to cover a large selection of goods that were commonly stocked by the corner shop. The existence of this price maintenance acted in the small retailers favour, as it encouraged people to shop at their local store for branded goods in the surety that these products could not be purchased cheaper elsewhere. Despite legislation helping the independent retailer and advertising aiding sales, increasingly people were travelling further afield to shop and the corner shop was beginning to rely on trade from the poor, immobile and convenience shoppers after odds and ends. There was always a steady trade to be found from those that lived on tick, those too poor to be bothered about bigger ranges and smaller prices, so long as they were given credit, but credit accounts alone could not sustain the corner shop and the interwar period when Britain moved into the depression were difficult times for both shoppers and shopkeepers. Many entrepreneurial business owners . Ran clothing clubs and Christmas clubs that allowed customers to save up towards larger purchases and these all secured some trade for the small shop.

The Second World War brought some relief for the struggling corner shop as rationing tied people to their local shop. Petrol shortages reduced the frequency and ability of people to travel and so corner shops often became resourceful in finding un-rationed goods to satisfy their customers, although most un-rationed goods made their way to the shops in town which encouraged people to make the journey whenever they could, a pattern that persisted during post-war rationing and as travel became easier the fight for survival of the corner shop became harder.

In 1951 the first self-service store opened in Britain and by 1956 there were three thousand self-service stores in operation and as these shops grew in size they became known as ‘supermarkets’. The 1960’s saw the face of shops change to become brighter and more clinical establishments, it was out with the dark wood shelving and dim lighting and in with fluorescent lighting, neon, plastic and Formica. Shopping patterns had changed and by the 1970’s the daily shopping ritual of previous decades had all but disappeared and the ‘weekly shop’ had arrived. People now enjoyed going to the supermarket once a week and stocking up on staples and convenience foods instead of visiting their local shop every day.  People now had the means of chilling milk, butter and fresh produce as the fridge became ever popular. In 1948 just two per cent of households in Britain owned a fridge; even in 1959 only 13 per cent of homes had a refrigerator.  Housewives had stored meat in a meat safe or in the larder and the daily shopping had been a matter of necessity. By 1970 the majority of British households owned an electric fridge. Refrigeration and the dramatic increase in car ownership caused a revolution in peoples shopping habits.

The abolition of Retail Price Maintenance legislation aided the rise of supermarkets and meant that the small shop keeper couldn’t compete with the supermarkets that were now free to undercut on branded products. The small shop still exercised longer opening hours than the big stores and survived on the convenience shoppers nipping in for the bits they forgot in their weekly ‘big’ shop and from the older generations, but ultimately the impersonality and convenience of the supermarket with its bright lighting and large selection of goods won the battle as they became a more appealing way to shop especially to the younger generations

The old fashioned corner shop has all but faded away, but lives on in fond nostalgic memories and also in the village of Penybont, Powys, Mid Wales, where a unique snap shot of the past can be found in the form of the Thomas Shop. Originally built in 1805 the shop is more or less exactly as it would have been. This hidden gem is born from a love and passion of Derek and Liz Turner who run the Thomas Shop and the local community who recited stories of the old shop that closed its doors in 1958 and donated food and drink packaging, props and signs that now adorn the original shelves of the shop. It offers a wonderful and enchanting peek into a way of life that has now vanished and as the shop is multi-period (having packaging from the 18th, 19th and 20th century) there are brands that are reminiscent of childhood and growing up.  It serves as a time capsule and holds the memories of the generations of shopkeepers that worked there and the daily visits of their customers.

Seren Evans-Charrington http://b-c-ing-u.com/2015/02/17/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-corner-shop-2/ 
Appendix 2: William Hodson and North Tadworth farm
Truth  WEEKLY JOURNAL.  VOLUME LX.  iTos. 1540 1565.  I JULY to DECEMBER, 1906. 
LONDON :  "TRUTH " BUILDINGS,  CARTERET ST., QUEEN ANNE'S GATE, S.W.,  And 10, BOLT COURT, E.O.
The story of the North Tadworth Farm, related by  Mr. Fred Home in the Daily News last week, is a  striking confirmation of what I said in a recent article  regarding the sacrifice of the interests of agriculture  to the amusement of the game-preserver.' With the  full approval of his then landlord, the tenant of this  Surrey farm, Mr. W. Hodson, had been for many years  gradually substituting the cultivation of fruit for the  growing of corn. A small jam factory was built, and  the fruit-growing and jam-making businesses prospered.  For the protection of the tenant the lease contained  a clause empowering him to - kill the rabbits in certain  woods on the farm if the landlord refused or neglected  to do so, but not otherwise. Down to 1902 Mr. Hodson  had no desire or occasion to exercise this power, but  by that time the estate had been for two years in the  possession of a new owner, who was preserving game  much more extensively than his predecessor. In 1902  game damaged Mr. Hodson's crops to an amount estimated by a valuer at £270, and as he was about to plant  some young fruit trees he appealed to the landlord  to reduce the number of rabbits. The landlord did  nothing, and Mr. Hodson then entered the woods, and  in a few days he killed about 500 rabbits.  Thereupon the landlord brought an action against Mr.  Hodson in the Chancery Division, and an injunction was granted restraining him from entering the woods, on  the ground that (though he had actually killed 500  rabbits there) he had not proved any refusal or  negligence on the part of the landlord within the mean-  ing of the lease. This action, in which Mr. Hodson had  to pay £400 for costs, was followed by another, in which  damages were claimed from him for having killed the  500 rabbits, and for having, while doing so, disturbed  and driven away pheasants from the covers. In this  second case judgment was given for the landlord for  £237 and costs. Besides saddling Mr. Hodson with a  heavy liability for damages and costs, the litigation  deprived him of his supposed security against the  destruction of his crops by ground game, and the landlord objected to the planting of any more fruit trees. 

A short time back Mr. Hodson, being then in arrear  with his rent, was evicted from the farm which he had  occupied for thirty years, and although the value of tho  improvements that he effected by fruit planting and so  on must greatly exceed the amount of the rent owing,  he has not so far been allowed a penny of compensation.  " In the meantime," says Mr. Horne, " the farm is a  desert, no men employed, no industry going on. It is  quiet enough, and no doubt will furnish excellent shoot-  ing this year." In such cases as these it is not of much  use to blame the landlord, who, after all, has only done  what the law entitles him to do. The point on which  attention should be focussed is the necessity for a root-and-branch reform of the land laws which will not  only give tenants security of tenure and compensation  for improvements, but make it impossible for any  owner to retard the cultivation of his land for tho  sake of sport.

https://archive.org/stream/truth6019unse/truth6019unse_djvu.txt
Appendix 3: The CMVC in Suffolk – the first caravan journey

By H F Marlow

A longer version of this article was published in the Suffolk Review (New Series 59 Autumn 2012, pp3-11) 
Origins of the CMVC
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It is important to place the formation of the CMVC in the context of the religious life in 19th century Britain. In this period there were two spiritual driving forces, evangelism and revivalism. Evangelism and revivalism are terms which describe two different but intertwined religious movements. Evangelism is the spreading the New Testament Gospel of salvation through faith, not by sacrifice or good works. Central to this is the acknowledgement and confession of sin and that, through His grace God, will forgive the repentant sinner. Revivalism is the reawakening and reinvigoration of spiritual awareness through evangelism. Revival movements usually followed a period of spiritual decline and religious observance, accompanied by a decline in moral standards. Thus it was in 18th century England that a great revival began with John Wesley at the forefront (Hylson-Smith, 1989). Wesley realised that although members of the upper, wealthy class might attend church the broad mass of society did not. Church services were formal while the doctrinal preaching and abstract content of sermons were not appreciated by the general population. Wesley therefore adopted the missionary strategy of reaching out and taking his message to people by preaching in public places. The Gospel was preached in simple language and tuneful hymns with memorable words penned to reinforce the message. Services were lively and the Gospel presented with fervour and enthusiasm. In 1858 there was a religious revival in America and this was followed a year later in 1859 by the start of a second revival in Britain which proved to be greater than that of the preceding century (Orr, 1949). Large revival meetings took place in Ulster, Scotland, Wales and England attracting large crowds. Suffolk was profoundly affected by the revival and large crowds attended the meetings. In Lowestoft, whose population at the time was 9000, 3000 people attended a meeting in February 1861 at the railway goods depot as no building in the town was large enough to accommodate those who came to hear the preachers. Another meeting was held the following morning in the Town Hall which was crammed so full that people overflowed into the street (Orr, 1949). A report in the Ipswich Journal, Saturday 9th March 1861 described continuing interest in the Lowestoft revival meetings.

‘With increasing interest and happy effects these meetings are being held every alternate evening in the week. On Wednesday and Friday of last week they were continued in the ‘Continental Goods Depot’ and on each occasion there were no less than 1500 to 1600 persons present. This week the meetings are being held in various Meeting-houses. On Monday it was the Baptist Meeting-house which was crowded, numbers being unable to get in, and there might be seen stout-hearted men, some of whom for 20 years had not attended a place of worship, weeping like children. The effect it produced is marvellous’.

Revival meetings were held in other towns, such as Stowmarket, with a report in the Ipswich Journal, Saturday 30th April 1861 of a revival meeting in the Stowmarket Corn Exchange which was filled to capacity with hundreds, some people being unable to gain access. The report mentions that the preacher spoke for about three hours. Many of those who attended revival meetings, including schoolchildren, professed their conversion to the Christian faith and it was estimated that about one million converts were gained to the non-conformist and Anglican churches. One consequence of this great revival was the establishment of organisations to take the Gospel message to children. A prominent exponent of preaching the Gospel to young children was a young American, Edward Payson Hammond, who had travelled to Britain enthused with the 1858 revival which he had experienced in his home country. Another feature of the second evangelical revival was the establishment of a large number of religious missionary organisations, both in Britain and overseas, such as The Evangelisation Society which has relevance to the 1893 caravan journey. This society was formed in 1864 and its activities are a measure of the great revival of the 19th century. The 1889 Annual Report of the society recorded that it conducted meetings in 1086 places in England, including 32 in Suffolk, one of these being in Pettaugh which led to the conversion of James Cutting (see later).
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Josiah Spiers (in a white suit) at a CSSM service on Woolacombe beach

In 1867 a London man, Josiah Spiers, who lived in the London borough of Islington, attended a revival service for young children. The service was conducted by Payson Hammond who had become known for his ability to preach the Gospel in a manner understood by young children. After attending the meeting, Spiers had no doubt that children could become converted to the Christian life. He spoke to a neighbour who offered the front room of his large house in Islington for the holding of a Sunday evening service for children. The first meeting was held in June 1867 with fifteen children. Spiers told the children stories of Jesus and taught them hymns. The popularity of his services increased and so did the number of children which had increased to fifty by November, requiring a larger meeting room. At this point a committee was formed to hire a room at a local school and to choose a suitable name for the movement. The name chosen, ‘Children’s Special Service Mission’ (CSSM) was an appropriate description of the new venture. During the summer of the following year, Spiers was enjoying his summer holiday in Llandudno, walking along the sandy beach. He came across a group of children playing in the sand and making patterns with bits of seaweed and pebbles. The thought occurred to him that these could be used to make texts from the bible. He used a spade to trace out the words ‘God is love’ in the sand and invited the children to fill in the words with the pebbles they had been collecting. He then told them one of the stories of Jesus in the style which he had used successfully in his Children’s Special Service in London. The service was so enthusiastically received that it was repeated daily with attendances of several hundred children. Over the following years, the movement spread with summer seaside services being held in other resorts, including the Suffolk seaside towns of Southwold, Lowestoft and Felixstowe.
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In 1890 two of the CSSM missioners, Samuel Hewlett and George Goodwin, took a fortnight’s rest after conducting a summer seaside mission at Great Yarmouth. Goodman and Hewlett were both clerks to London solicitors and used their annual summer holiday in Norfolk helping with the CSSM seaside services. They spent their rest time in the nearby resort of Mundesley and during this time, Hewlett and Goodman had the opportunity of telling the Gospel message to a maid in the house where they were staying. She was greatly impressed with this and said that her parents and friends who lived in the nearby village of Knapton would be blessed if they could preach in the village. Their meeting was arranged on the small triangle of grass in the village where the local lanes intersected and was attended by a large gathering on a Saturday afternoon. This idea of travelling to rural villages and preaching the Gospel to children had been planted in Hewlett’s mind when he had read the diary of two Cambridge undergraduates who had hired a gypsy caravan and toured the countryside to preach in villages. It would appear that most revival meetings had been held in the larger towns and cities for the obvious reason that the preaching would reach more people in the concentrated population areas. This meant that large swathes of the countryside with scattered and poorly accessible rural villages remained ignorant of the revival preaching. The pioneers who used caravans to travel into the countryside and preach the message of salvation were using the example of John Wesley who proclaimed that if the people were not going to church he would take the church to them.

Back in London, Hewlett spent the next year gathering support for his new venture. In May 1892 he travelled to Baldock in Hertfordshire where he purchased a baker’s cart and pony. The cart was painted with the text ‘Jesus called a little child unto Him’ in gold lettering and set off, holding their first mission in the nearby village of Barkway. The mission was enthusiastically received and Hewlett then spent summer months travelling across Surrey and Sussex where he was joined from time to time by George Goodman and others. Hewlett realised that the baker’s cart did not meet their requirements and that a proper caravan would be needed with accommodation and catering facilities to avoid being dependent on finding sleeping quarters in the villages. On returning to London in the autumn, Hewlett formed a committee with George Goodman and others to gather support for their plans. The work of the committee was successful and within a few months sufficient funds had been raised to purchase a caravan.

Route of the first caravan journey of the CMVC.
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The first caravan was ordered from a Christian coach-builder, a Mr John Alsop, who traded as a wheelwright at 83 East Road in Cambridge. Hewlett, Goodwin and Ernest Geary, accompanied by Jock the terrier, took possession on Saturday 6th May 1893. The caravan was made to the traditional gypsy design and was painted maroon with religious texts inscribed on all the panels. The route taken by the caravan on its maiden trip can be retraced using a photograph diary of the first few weeks of the journey. Hewlett and his companions must have set off in the morning in an easterly direction proceeding along East Road and then the Newmarket Road (now the A1130) before turning into the road (now the B1102) to Swaffham Bulbeck where they stopped for a lunch break. This is recorded as ‘the first halt for lunch’ in a photograph with the place name and date recorded alongside the photograph. Having refreshed themselves and the horse, they journeyed onwards to nearby Burwell where a photograph records the ‘first camping ground’. Burwell therefore is therefore rightly assigned the honour of being the village where Hewlett and Goodwin conducted their first mission and the caravan had its first overnight stop. From Burwell the caravan moved further eastwards to Newmarket where it stayed for two days. From here it moved north-eastwards into Norfolk to Worlingworth and Thetford, before turning eastwards to Bressingham. By this time, Goodwin and Geary had returned to London and Hewlett continued the journey with two other workers, Arthur Lyons and Will Perkins. From Bressingham the caravan turned south into Suffolk visiting Brockford Street and Mendlesham before heading to Helmingham to take up an invitation to conduct a mission in the village.

En route from Mendlesham to Helmingham they were passing through the village of Pettaugh and stopped near the windmill. It was the usual custom of the missioners to sit on the platform of the caravan and draw attention to the mission they were engaged upon by singing hymns and playing on instruments. The CMVC Jubilee booklet records that, ‘Samuel Hewlett made a joyful noise singing a hymn, accompanied by Will Perkins blowing his cornet as loud as he could and Arthur Lyons playing on the portable organ’. The music was sufficiently loud to attract the attention of the workers in the mill, including James Cutting, a local farmer who was owner of the windmill. The sight of the caravan with its religious texts painted on the sides must have impressed James Cutting greatly. He had undergone a profound religious experience five years earlier during a visiting tent mission by the Evangelisation Society to Pettaugh in June 1888 and this had inspired James to adopt an evangelical religious belief. In 1889 he was the driving force behind the building of a Mission Room in Pettaugh, a small timber-framed building clad with corrugated iron, which became the focus of evangelical religious activity in Pettaugh.
Having attracted the attention of James Cutting and the mill workers, Hewlett explained that they were on their way to Helmingham to conduct a mission at the invitation of the rector and would then move on to Framsden for a few days. As they got ready to cover the two miles to Helmingham, Hewlett invited James to visit their mission in Helmingham which was to be held in the open air opposite the parish church. That evening James cycled over to Helmingham and joined the throng of villagers who had come to the mission to hear Samuel Hewlett preach. Hewlett was an accomplished and enthusiastic preacher. He was animated and spoke in a way that could be understood by his audience. The lively choruses, led by Hewlett in his loud voice and accompanied by Will Perkins and Arthur Lyons, had memorable words and tunes. James Cutting invited Hewlett to return to Pettaugh after his mission in Framsden and conduct mission services for the benefit of the Pettaugh villagers. Hewlett readily accepted the invitation. After a few days in Helmingham the caravan moved to Framsden, only a mile down the road, where they set up their tent in a field near the church. During the mission in Framsden, Samuel Hewlett recorded in his notes that he began to feel unwell with a headache, sore throat and fever. It seemed likely that he had contracted the Russian influenza virus which was affecting many people in England. Hewlett and his helpers packed up the tent and they set off in the caravan for Pettaugh to take up the invitation extended by James Cutting. By the time that they reached Pettaugh, Hewlett was feeling so unwell that he wished he could get to the hospital in Ipswich. Fortunately, James Cutting had come to the caravan to welcome Hewlett and saw that he needed medical attention. Taking charge of the situation, James took the caravan back his home at Abbot’s Hall farm in Pettaugh where he was the tenant farmer. He summoned the doctor from Debenham who duly arrived, examined the patient and prescribed medicine. With Samuel Hewlett now confined to bed on the orders of the doctor, James Cutting took charge of the caravan for the next few weeks.
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Debenham 1893, Arthur Lyons and James Cutting

The caravan visited surrounding villages, including Debenham and to Cretingham, to conduct missions under the direction of James Cutting. The period of rest and the medicine achieved the desired effect for Hewlett and after spending some weeks recuperating at the farm, Hewlett was ready to resume his work. He was now joined by another missioner, Marcus Falloon, who conducted tent services with Hewlett on Birches Meadow in Pettaugh. During the days that Hewlett spent recuperating at Abbot’s Hall, he and James Cutting discussed the missionary work of the CMVC. They agreed that the caravan would remain in Suffolk so that the evangelistic work in the Suffolk villages could be continued. James Cutting became deeply committed to the work of the CMVC which continued for the rest of his life. It was the start of a friendship between Hewlett and Cutting which Hewlett recorded with great affection in his notes written in 1943, referring to James Cutting as ‘Brother Cutting’. James Cutting also continued his work with the CSSM, organising and leading seaside meetings in Felixstowe from about 1896 into the 1930s.

Expansion of the CMVC

In 1894 a second caravan was built in Cambridge and it was in this in caravan that Hewlett began his journey southwards in May 1894 through Melbourn into Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. James Cutting continued the work of the CMVC in Suffolk with the first caravan, conducting missions in Melton, Wickham Market, Marlesford, Snape, Peasenhall, and Middleton, before returning to Pettaugh. James Cutting ordered a second caravan for Suffolk in 1905 which was built by an Ipswich firm. The work of the CMVC whose headquarters were in London expanded rapidly. Caravans were built for the CMVC at the rate of nearly one every year so that by 1915 there were caravans working in Bedford, Devon, Dorset, Essex, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Kent, Norfolk, Northumberland, Suffolk, Surrey, Sussex and Wiltshire. Within another decade, there were also caravans in Cheshire, Cornwall, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Wiltshire and Yorkshire. The Lincolnshire evangelist, William Knights, was an Ipswich man who joined the CMVC staff in 1907 and was still on the staff in 1943. In 1943 when the CMVC celebrated its Golden Jubilee, there were caravans in 28 counties of England, and by this time the horse-drawn caravans were being replaced by more modern trailer caravans pulled by motorcars. George Goodwin did not live to enjoy the 50th anniversary celebrations as he died in the autumn of 1942. James Cutting died on the last day of 1946 at Abbot’s Hall in Pettaugh. Samuel Hewlett lived into his nineties and died in 1957 just over sixty years following his life-threatening bout of influenza in Pettaugh. 
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Appendix 4: Victorian Lodging Houses

The Victorian lodging house is the subject of a recent book by Joseph O’Neill “The Secret World of the Victorian Lodging House”. This book focuses on the working class lodging house which was a crucial of Victorian society, providing accommodation for travelers and those whose funds only permitted them to live from day to day. They were one step up from the workhouse and according to O’Neill could be very grim places – they certainly drew the attention of Victorian reformers who viewed them as dens of iniquity. Nonetheless they did provide a bed, freedom and a certain amount of companionship for the many Victorians living on the bread line.

Anne Underwood’s lodging house does not seem to have been one of these common lodging houses but one of the respectable Tunbridge Wells lodging houses which catered for the needs of the middle class – especially, presumably, those visiting the spa. Even as early as 1840 the Parliamentary Gazetteer of England and Wales 1840 described Tunbridge Wells lodging houses as “generally of a very superior description" and looking at the inhabitants of Ann Underwood’s and those of neighbouring lodging houses confirms this impression – here we find Gentlewomen, a retired Maj. Gen., a Clergy man’s widow, a retired Corn Merchant and various other people with an independent income.

O’Neill’s work is therefore of limited value in understanding the environment in which Mary Ragalina grew up but especially in Chapter 9 were he talks about Lodging House owners and keepers it provides some helpful information which perhaps explains why a widow from a family of grocers and drapers found being a lodging housekeeper in Tunbridge Wells a possible career choice

By the mid-19th century lodging houses were a feature of every city and town and formed a system of accommodation linking most parts of the country and making them accessible to travelers of small means. Most towns had a number of streets – in some cases whole districts – were several lodging houses were to be found. (Introduction)

As late as 1918 77 percent of British people did not own the roof over their head – nor could they take it for granted. The majority rented or lodged. But many could not afford to pay even one weeks rent in advance. Others were mobile and renting in the normal way was of no use to them even if they could afford it. The most attractive solution for a single person was to go into a private house as a lodger – someone who provides his own food – or a border – one who eats with the family. In practice, the distinction between a lodger and the border was often blurred: many of those described as lodgers in census records were living in the home of a family member – a brother or sister, cousin, uncle or aunt – and shared family meals. (Introduction)

Owners were, of course of various different types. Many were speculative builders but most began by purchasing an old building. (Chapter 9)

Owning and running a lodging house was also seen as a good way for a single woman to make a living. It was also a means by which men of humble origins and modest means could rise in the world…  Many of these, he believed, arrived in the capital and were indistinguishable from the penniless throng of newcomers in search of work until they began assisting the manager of a lodging house, before developing the necessary skills and advancing to acquiring their own property. (Chapter 9)

In many Surrey lodging houses during the second half of the 19th century it was not uncommon to find two or more houses owned by the same family. Keeping a lodging house was often a family business. (Chapter 9)

There is no doubt that women played a major role in the functioning of lodging houses, not just as managers but also as owners.… For many middle-class women, especially those from the lower middle class, economic necessity compelled them to make a living and a lodging house provided one of the limited number of options. It was common for a spinster or widow to team up with another woman in a joint venture. (Chapter 9)

One of the great attractions of a lodging house was that startup costs were low. All that was needed was the capital to acquire a lease on a suitable property (Chapter 9)
Appendix 5: The Wallis family
The Wallis family feature frequently in the story of the Roberts family and are remembered by my mother Margaret Ashdown who was the daughter of Harrison Roberts. They frequently visited their house where Margaret remembers making Daisy chains on the lawn. Ethel was rather fierce but she remembers Mary as being very sweet. Mary and Ethel were cousins of Ransome Wallis who in 1911 was living in Rosemeath, South Croydon Hill 7½ miles north of Burgh Heath.
	Ransome Wallis
	61
	Married
	Company Secretary
	Ipswich

	Janet Sophia Wallis 
	52
	Married
	Mother of six
	Walthamstow

	Allan McCall Wallis 
	23
	Son
	Commercial traveler
	Walthamstow

	Morris John Theodore Wallis 
	20
	Son
	Medical student
	Walthamstow

	Mabel Janet Wallis 
	17
	Daughter
	Student
	Walthamstow

	Adeline Ethel Wallis 
	14
	Daughter
	Student
	Burgh Heath

	Ethel Gwinevere Wallis
	42
	Cousin
	Secretary of Railway Mission
	Cumberland

	Arthur Guthrie Gamble 
	20
	Visitor
	Theological student
	Hackney

	Alice Richardson 
	56
	Servant
	Housemaid
	Leytonstone

	Hilda Mary Ansell 
	18
	Servant
	Cook
	Middlesex


This record gives an interesting insight into the Wallis family and their extensive connections within the world of evangelical Christianity. They supported Mission Halls in Surrey and were presumably a key part of Gilbert Roberts’s network. The importance of women within this network as leaders and founders of organizations and even local congregations is particularly interesting, especially when we remember the political context of the time and the movement for women’s suffrage. In 1912 the secretary of the Suffragist NUWSS brunch in Purley was a Miss Wallis living a couple of miles away from the Wallis’s Croydon house although there is no evidence she was a relation.
Ransome Wallis himself was the son of Abraham Wallis a corn merchant in Suffolk. In this record he is recorded as dealing in paper but previously his business was concerned with more general wholesale provisions and one suspects that he had business dealings with GP Roberts as one of his suppliers and that their shared religious views helped build a bond of trust. Previous to settling in Croydon Ransome Wallis moved around a lot and can be found living in Leyton 1881, Margate 1891 and Bournemouth 1901. He died in 1927
Janet Wallis was Ransome’s second wife (married in 1883) previously he had been married to Amelia with whom he had at least two sons in Kilburn. She has an entry in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

Wallis [née McCall], Janet Sophia (1858-1928), philanthropist and founder of the Mission of Hope, was born in Wood Street, Walthamstow, on 13 June 1858, the only daughter of John McCall, a provision merchant, and his wife, Agnes Allen.
John McCall was living in Copt Hall, Burgh Heath in 1901 with Mary and Ethel Wallis and was one of the founders of Banstead Mission Hall which was to become Banstead Baptist Church. Janet Wallis, herself, was an important campaigner for the legalization of adoption and founded the Haven of Hope
 in 1893 in Shernhall St., Walthamstow which was a case study in a recent book Family Secrets: Living with Shame from the Victorians to the Present Day by Deborah Cohen
 
Mrs. Ransome Wallis, remembered to journalist Harold Begbie fondly, had a nature that "simplified so many problems of life". Equipped with a smile of a "spiritual Mona Lisa" and a talent for operating at the margins of legality, she presided over 2000 adoptions before they were legalized in 1926. In so doing she ran contrary not just to the national child rescue organizations, but the country's moral welfare authorities as well. The established children's charities, such as Dr. Barnardos and the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty for Children did not permit adoptions
The Mission of Hope later became Christian Family Concern and a detailed history of the organization including the involvement of Ransome and Adeline can be found at http://www.christianfamilyconcern.org.uk/family-history/ 

Janet died in 1928 in Croydon. She wrote a pamphlet published in 1912 called Back to the Source – a suggestion founded on the recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Poor Law (1908) respecting rescue work. It addressed the issue of prostitution and had a forward by Howard Begbie
.
Allan McCall appears to have been working in the family firm. Curiously he was baptized as an adult in 1907 at Emmanuel Anglican church in South Croydon. It would not seem unlikely that the family had Baptist convictions, but then for Allan to be baptized in an Anglican church is curious. He died in December 1951 in Cambridge, at the age of 63. We don’t know much more about Morris Wallis and whether he became a doctor except that he died in Maldon, Essex in 1972. 
Mabel Wallis was baptized in the same church as Allan a year later and died in Croydon in 1974 and whilst living in 44 South Park hill, South Croydon traveled in 1947 to China as a missionary having previously returned in 1945 as a missionary from India. In 1926 Mabel was home on furlough from the China Inland Mission
. This is a report she gives on her work in China

School reopened
from Paoning in Eastern Szechuan

Miss Mabel Wallis writes – “I am thankful to say that school is open as usual and we have quite the usual number of pupils (about 70) and they are coming very regularly. We have five new board is this term so we do not feel there is much boycotting of the school. The students union formed in Paoning has not affected us in the Girls School much though the boys, of course, are naturally more in touch with it. We do feel so thankful that as far as we know there are no signs of disloyalty amongst our girls, and some of our goal teachers have been very loyal indeed to us and to the school”
Adeline Wallis continued the work of her mother Janet at the Mission of Hope and wrote a number of books about it:

· Fifty years of proving God: Being some memoirs of my years of service in the Mission of Hope 
· These Three: The Story Of The Mission Of Hope 
· Infinite Understanding: A continuation of the story of the Mission of Hope 
· Instead of the thorn: Glimpses into the sixty-four years of life and work in the Mission of Hope
Margaret remembers her as a tall ‘manly’ woman who had an important presence in the life of the Roberts family. It was her who arranged for the adoption of Judy by Hugh and Joan. She died in 1962. An archive of her correspondence and papers will be opened at the national archive in 2023.
Ethel Wallis was particularly well known to the Roberts family through her work in Lower Kingswood. Previous to this she worked for the Railway Mission as their secretary although, apparently, suffered some kind of burnout. The railway mission is described on Wikipedia:

The British Railway Mission was founded in 1881 to communicate the Christian Gospel to the people working in the railway and associated industries. The Mission’s founding objective was – “the moral and spiritual advancement of railway employees of all ages”.

Mary Wallis, her sister, is recorded in 1901 living in Copt Hall, Burgh Heath as the clerk to John McCall, merchant provisioner and father of Janet Wallis. In 1911 she was the matron of the Friends school in Ackworth, Yorkshire but later lived with Ethel in Lower Kingswood at Rose Bank. Ethel died in 1950 and Mary in 1962.
Arthur Gamble visiting theological student can be found in 1929 returning home to England from New York but his permanent place of residence is given as China and his occupation a minister so we can assume that like Mabel he was a missionary in China. He seems to have been only one of many visitors to this energetic and sociable household.
Appendix 6: Burgh Heath 1901 – All Saints parish

In 1901 Burgh Heath was part of All Saints parish, Banstead (St. Mary’s, Burgh Heath was built a few years later). This analysis of the census returns focuses on Burgh Heath but include some of the surrounding properties which provide an appropriate context. Nork House, in particular, had a significant impact on the life of the village. Copley’s where Gilbert and Mary first lived was actually just outside All Saints parish so is not included here. In 1901 it was lived in by Aaron Christmas with whom Gilbert first set up the stores and then bought out.
In Burgh Heath it is interesting to notice a number of workers associated with a new railway and also the significant employment provided by the jam factory which first brought GP Roberts to Burgh Heath.

Park Road surgical home

A small hospital for boys with a temporary disability, many of them had tuberculosis. The pure dry air of the Heath was believed to be beneficial for them. The Heath was clearly seen as a haven from London – something which seems to attract GP Roberts in the first place
Appeldurcombe Cottage

Apparently some kind of small school taking in feepaying borders

Yewlands

From about 1879, J M Robertson owned the property. He was the main plaintiff in the action (Robertson v Hartopp), to preserve the Banstead Commons from being built over. 

Well House

Edward Lambert. Champagne merchant – a number of wine merchants lived in Banstead at the time
Banstead Hospital

In 1873 the Middlesex County Council (MCC) purchased Hundred Acres Farm (also known as Freedown) for £10,000 in order to build its third mental asylum. The Banstead Asylum opened in 1877 with accommodation for 1,700 patients (615 males and 1075 females).  The Asylum was almost self-sufficient, with its own farm and workshops, and had its own gasworks.  

Banstead place

Ralph Neville, barrister at law

Mint house

Herbert Barnett he was a Wharfinger 9, Mincing Lane in the City of London but sued for bankruptcy on August 6, 1902. Gilbert Roberts worked in Mincing Lane when he was a young man

The Red Lodge

William Weeks Szlumper Civil engineer of Polish origin – a well-known family especially of railway engineers

Banstead house

Louis John R Glass a China Merchant

Banstead Hall – school

Pound Road

on this road lived John William Chatterton a grocer and shopkeeper

Banstead Wood

The woods in 1881 were offered for sale either as a housing estate or for a large mansion with extensive grounds. They were bought by the merchant banker, Francis Baring, who built his mansion in the middle of the woods. In 1893 C H Garton bought the estate and occupied it until his death in 1934. In 1939 the Mansion and its grounds became an Emergency Military Hospital and the remainder of the woods were requisitioned by the War Department as a military camp and later for a Prisoner of War camp.

Burgh Heath Village

Canons Farm

Farmed by Matthew Templeton, a Scots man with two sons Duncan and Malcolm and a wife Mary who was friends with GP Roberts – although argued with him about selling tobacco in the shop!

Canons Lane two carters working on the farm

Can Hatch

Henry HD Seaton stockbroker living with wife and brother Gervase, a mechanical engineer

two servants living in stables and garden – coachman and gardener

Burgh Heath

Perceval G Russell corn merchant. Percy Russell was to become a well-known local businessman and took over North Tadworth farm when William Hodson was evicted in 1906. He supported Burgh Heath social club and liked shooting and the horses. See below James Russell who was his grandfather and grocer in Burgh Heath since at least 1861

wife, two sons, two daughters, three servants

Copt Hill cottage

Porter in factory with wife and border

Work man in corn stores with wife and four sons and three daughters

Copt Hill

John McCall 76 Merchant Provisioner. One of the founders of Banstead Mission Hall and father of Janet Wallis the founder of the Mission of Hope. Castle House, one of Janet’s Haven for Homeless Little Ones was nearby in Tadworth.
Ethel 32 and Mary 28 Wallis. Cousins who went on to work at Lower Kingswood Mission Hall in the 1920s and 30s. Friends with the Roberts family

Four Children Allan M, Theodore, Mabel and Adeline. Their parents Ransome and Janet Wallis must have been away, John McCall is the father-in-law. See Appendix

Two boarders: Mary Hamilton 24 private secretary and Matilda Enggist 20 nursery governess

Four servants living in

Copt Hill Lodge: Gardener, wife and two young children

North Tadworth farm

John Rutter 50, farm bailiff. Wife and one servant

21 single men living in huts and one couple. All agricultural labourers 10 from Ireland

Gorse? Piece 

Carter William Blake with wife, four sons and two daughters – two sons working

John Cross also a Carter with wife and two sons also working as carters

William Hodson, jam manufacturer 51 with his wife Elizabeth 49. Two sons Frederick 22 and Leonard 11. Two servants. Coachman with wife and five children

In 1906 Hodson got into conflict with the landowner Nork house and was evicted. In 1911 he was working as an estate agents clerk and died in 1912. He was GP Roberts first employer but in the mid-1890s they seem to get into some kind of conflict and GP Roberts left

Little Burgh

George Earl 72 artist picture painter with wife, son Sydney (bank clerk), daughter Hilda and three servants

George Earl (1824–1908) was a painter, primarily of sporting dogs and other animals. He was also the father of Maud Earl and Percy Earl, and the brother of Thomas Earl, all three of whom were also animal artists. Earl was a keen sportsman and this is reflected in his work and reputation as a dog painter. He was also an early member of The Kennel Club. Although chiefly remembered as a canine artist due to his success depicting them, of the nineteen paintings Earl exhibited at the Royal Academy between 1857 and 1882 only two were of dogs.
Cottages

Gravel Street: Thomas Simmons 40 agricultural labourer with wife and mother-in-law and two boarders one a young gamekeeper, another an elderly agricultural labourer

Gravel Street: Charles Hunt 26 domestic groom with wife and baby

Reservoir cottage: William Paye 66 waterworks labourer with wife and daughter, a dressmaker, two sons labourers 

Nork House

Helen Colman, 42, widow of the mustard manufacturer and her sons Frederick, 19 and Nigel, 14 and two young relations Alice and Seymour

A large establishment with 18 servants resident and a coachman and his wife living in the Lodge

The estate owned North Tadworth farm and evicted William Hodson in 1906

Warren farm

Joseph Barker 56 farm bailiff with five family members

17 farm labourers (4 Irish)

Driftway

Daniel Farrise 48 foreman on farm with wife, young son and boarder

Four farm carters, two with families

Shepherd

Four farm labourers with families

Timber Field

Farm Labourer with family, mother and two lodgers

Wheelwright

Bloomfield cottages

Bricklayer with wife and eight children and boarder

Journeyman butcher with wife and young child

Coachman with wife, three sons and a daughter and nursing child

Domestic Gardner with wife and daughter

Labourer with wife and three daughters

Carpenter with wife and two sons and two daughters

Heath view

Albert C Breden 33, architect living with his unmarried sister and one servant
Albert Charles Breden was born about 1864. He was articled to Benjamin Woollard about 1879-83, and studied at South Kensington, spending a period as improver with Theophilus Allen in 1884. He was then successively assistant to Augustus Frere, Thomas Mullet Ellis, Edward Dru Drury & Alfred Lovejoy and the Veritys before joining Runtz. While an assistant he had passed the qualifying exam and was admitted ARIBA on 13 June 1892, his proposers being Frere, Drury and the London architect and surveyor Benjamin Tabberer. Breden died on 12 January 1903.

Brighton Lodge

Caleb Lucas 58, farrier with wife, daughter and son an apprentice ironmonger

Burgh Heath

This is clearly the heart of the village with Robert Stores, Beal’s butchers and Farley’s greengrocers

Gilbert P Roberts 34, sub post master and grocer with wife Mary 37, grocer and two sons and one daughter. It is significant to notice that Mary Ragalina is called a grocer, it was very unusual for wives to be given a profession in the census returns.
Arthur Morgan 32, grocer from Leigh in Kent with two sons and one daughter and nurse. Presumably living in what was known as the Post Office cottage

Frederick Hawkins 29, Carman with wife, son and brother (engine stoker) and three boarders one a factory hand

Charles Beal 34, master butcher with wife, son and brother-in-law (butcher) and two servants.

George Orbell 39, stable man with wife, son and two daughters and Aunt and five boarders all stable boys

Fred Day 48, groom with wife two daughters and four sons one working as a butcher

Frederick Guy 32, groom with wife two sons and two daughters

Robert Muggeridge 67, labourer with wife and niece

Edward Earl 27, labourer with wife and daughter

George Charlwood agricultural labourer with wife daughter and grandson

William Moore 25, Carter with wife two daughters and a son

James Farley 42, fruiterer and greengrocer with wife 43 & son 19 working with him

William Barber 67, general labourer with wife and son

John P Alwill 33, blacksmith with wife two sons and three daughters from Devon

Frederick Muggeridge 52, general labourer with wife three daughters and one son

Frederick Blonden 66, general labourer with wife and two boarders

Thomas Wood 63, cow keeper, self-employed with wife and two boarders

Henry Parker 40, journeyman butcher with four sons and four boarders one of whom worked in the jam factory

Henry Cox 35, domestic gardener with wife

Thomas Wood, 58 butcher and merchant provisioner with daughter and grandson

Mary Ann Penfold 61, widow orange peeler at the jam factory

Jane Young 58, widow. Pauper formerly domestic servant

Renton Lee 48, labourer with wife

James Oliver 26, grocer’s assistant with wife Edith, a young niece and two boarders one of  Maggie Hughes 20 was an assistant schoolmistress

George Woodhams 59, Carpenter with wife and boarder

William Hyson 29, railway clerk from St. Albans with wife and boarder (district nurse)

John Blunden 30, general labourer with wife, son father-in-law (Shoemaker) and mother-in-law and two boarders (draftsman and signal fitter)

William Blunden 27, general labourer with wife and son and boarder (Carter)

Albert Sandalls 30, grocer and draper’s assistant with sister, brother (baker), son and servant

James Griffiths 38, foreman of signal work from Flintshire in Wales with wife three sons and four daughters, two boarders railway signal fitters from Scotland

The Chipstead valley railway had only just reached Tattenham corner which would’ve been a short walk away across the fields. It seems like James Griffiths was supervising the final signals work on the railway. The Roberts family was originally from Flintshire
John Frost 48, domestic gardener from Norfolk, wife and son

Henry Killick 25, bricklayer labourer with wife and son

George Campion 48, domestic gardener with wife, two teenage sons and six daughters

Charles Hill, 30, estate blacksmith with wife two sons and brother-in-law (Joiner)

George Bryan 29, Wheelwright wife, daughter and three sons, mother-in-law and boarder (butcher)

Rosetta Banfield 40, widow five sons and one daughter. Eldest son 17 working in jam factory

and boarder working in jam factory

William Riches 52 carpenter and joiner three sons and two daughters. Eldest son Walter 16 grocer’s assistant

Walter Rochester 34, bricklayer’s labourer wife and two daughters

William Wood 38 domestic gardener with wife two sons and one daughter and father

William Page 45, labourer on farm wife, five sons (three working on farm), daughter

Charles Aylwin 50, farm labourer with wife and son, daughter and boarder (railway signal fitter)

William Callan 72, living on own means with wife

William Hook, 42 stockman on farm with wife

John James Frivett 28, common keeper with son, boarder and his wife (gardener)

Isaac Burch 76 with wife, son-in-law (bricklayer), daughter and grand daughter (telegraph clerk Hester Burch)

William Barber 40, bricklayer’s labourer with wife and four daughters and one son

James Blunden, 39 general labourer wife and two daughters and boarder (butcher)

Charles Henley, 60 bricklayer’s labourer

? Langridge, 50 wife, three daughters and a son

Smith Peacock, 36 labourer in jam factory (from Histon, Cambridgeshire) with wife, daughter and son and boarder also working in the jam factory and boarder (postman)

Alfred Mansfield, 49 jam boiler (from Histon, Cambridgeshire) with wife and son (commercial clerk) and son (labourer in jam factory) and son and daughter

Frederick Church, 33 jam boiler

John Eldridge 68, domestic gardener and wife

Mark Eldridge 42, bookkeeper with wife two sons (one 14 working in jam factory) and daughter

Thomas Bowler, 36 Carman (walking with horses and carts) with wife five sons and two daughters

Arthur Farley 30, plate layer (is a railway employee whose job is to inspect and maintain the permanent way of a railway installation. The term derives from the plates used to build plateways, an early form of railway.) With wife and young child

Edward Penfold 63, fence Carpenter with wife and son and daughter, lodger labourer in jam factory

Edward Farleigh 73, Sawyer with two adult daughters one working as sick nurse with young child and young boarder. Two boarders journeymen bakers

Frederick Smith 35, beer seller with wife and daughter

Surrey yeoman public house

George Brown 37, licensed victualler with wife son and daughter

Servant. Three boarders (stable boys) 4 visitors

Burgh Heath

William Furse 39, Wesleyan elementary school master from Crediton Devon with wife Elizabeth and son Maurice (12) who died in the war in 1916

Very good friends with GP Roberts we have a photograph of them at Copley’s cottage some years earlier
George Shear 55, horse keeper with wife and four boarders (labourers)

Memory Cottages

Eliza Roberts 38 with two sons and boarder (stable man)

James Webb 55, retired labourer with wife and son (domestic gardener) and boarder (cow man)

Burgh Heath

William Ramsey 78, domestic gardener with wife

Elisha Culver 54, Road labourer with wife, son (bricklayer), son Arthur (grocer’s assistant), son (railway clerk), son

Henry Phillips 39, stable man with wife, daughter, niece and two lodgers (stable man, butcher’s assistant)

Harriet Avis 75, widow and pauper with Harriet Culver same

Harry Blunden 38, farm labourer with wife

George Hare 55, farm wagoner with wife, daughter (domestic servant) and boarder (factory hand)

Mary Lifford 70, widow on parish relief with granddaughter (domestic servant)

Elizabeth Hamlin 77, widow living on own means with sister-in-law

Richard Gwilliam 33, elementary school master (from Shropshire) with wife and daughter

0075

Henry Jeal 69, domestic gardener with daughter

Kethlen

William Marten 39, solicitor with wife two sons and two daughters, governess and two servants

The Corner

Charles Barry 45, architect with wife, son, daughter and two servants

This Charles Barry does not appear to be related to the famous Charles Barry who designed the Houses of Parliament

Burgh Heath

James Russell 70, grocer and shopkeeper with two sons Archibald 36 and Frank 30 and two young servants

James Russell had been a grocer in Burgh Heath since at least 1861. He died before 1911 and his son Archibald took over the business and is listed next to GP Roberts in the 1911 Kelly’s directory but is not present in the 1918 directory. His elder brother William James Russell ran a grocer store in Tadworth at Market House and is listed in the 1918 directory. Percy Russell was his grandson.
Thomas Martin 39, journeyman baker with wife two daughters and a son

Cold Blow House

Walter Coe 53, printing department Bank of England with wife and three servants. Coachman in stables with wife

Wood Lodge

Frank Aston Edwards 37, gentlemen apparently but not resident at time of census but his three daughters were with a nurse and six other servants
West Lodge Nork

Thomas Thomas 33, gardener from Chester with wife and daughter

Dicelands, Shrublands and Ferndale Road

Working-class district between Banstead and Burgh Heath including grocers and drapers run by JM Greatley
Alfred Marlow and daughter Florence on the steps of the Hampshire caravan








George Goodwin & Samuel Hewlet





Taking delivery of the first caravan (Mr Alsop is next to the rear wheel)
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This picture was taken at Nork House in 1907. Helen Dalziel Colman is seated, in the middle, with the fur stole. In the back, with the top hat, I believe, is Helen's brother Murray Dalziel. Murray's daughter, Constance Dalziel is seated, second from the right. Nigel Colman and Gordon Colman are seated on either side of the dog. Nigel is the clean-shaven one. I cannot identify others in the picture. In particular, I do not know the man who is seated next to Helen. By the time this picture was taken, Frederick Colman, Helen's husband, had already died. This picture was among several of Nork Park that were in Murray Dalziel's possession when he died in 1942 in Jackson, Michigan, USA.





Background by LNW: Frederick Edward Colman, Managing Director of the family's mustard factory bought the Nork and Great Burgh estate in 1890. After his death in 1900 his wife and family retained the estate until it was sold in 1923.








� http://www.walesartsreview.org/the-welsh-of-liverpool/


� Southlands College was opened as an extension across the river in Battersea and subsequently became part of Roehampton University. Westminster College moved to Oxford in 1929. For a comprehensive description of Methodist educational policy see � HYPERLINK "http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/education-ahistoricalperspective-270312.pdf" �education-ahistoricalperspective-270312.pdf� and for the history of Westminster College see � HYPERLINK "http://www.methodistheritage.org.uk/archives-oxfordcentre.htm" �Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History | Methodist Heritage�


� According to the 1881 Census. Although Harrison talks about them living in Redhill, which neighbours Reigate


� The store was established in the 1820s at 155 Tottenham Court Road selling textiles for home furnishing. In the 1870s the store began designing, manufacturing and selling high quality furniture. The company ceased trading in 1931 (Wikipedia) see also � HYPERLINK "http://cosgb.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/james-shoolbred-co.html" �http://cosgb.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/james-shoolbred-co.html� 


� It seems more likely this was his cousin Howard, a surveyor, than his accountant uncle Howard


� It is difficult to know where this unusual name came from. Brereton is a village in Cheshire so they may have been a Roberts connection there. It does have the advantage of making him easy to track down!


� At this time Islington was beginning to be gentrified. - Canonbury square is now considered an attractive square, developed between 1805 and 1830, it includes a variety of distinct styles. But at the time Brereton was living there it was far less salubrious and gives the impression he had come down in the world. Many significant figures from the arts and literary worlds have lived on the square, including George Orwell, Evelyn Waugh and Samuel Phelps. The new owners of part of the estate from 1952, Oriel Property Trust, stopped reletting to local tenants and began to rehabilitate Canonbury Square and its neighbourhood hoping to attract middle-class tenants. By 1961 Canonbury, the first area in Islington to be gentrified, had a higher concentration of professional and managerial residents than the rest of the borough


� It was announced in the British Medical Journal. Elsewhere T Wilson Aird was described as one of Wallington's best respected medical practitioners


� Strangely Ian was baptized in 1911 in St. Nicholas, Sutton. He died in Crawley May 1986. In 1933 he appears to be living alone in Hampstead


� Ada Frederica Walmisley who was the sister-in-law of the well-known black Edwardian composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor most famous for his composition Hiawatha


� George died in 1973. He married a woman called Violet and in the 1930s they were living in Ashtead


� This seems to indicate that Howard was following in the faith of his father. The name Rogelim occurs twice in the Bible. It's the name of a town in Gilead and home of Barzillai the Gileadite, who was among the men who brought David food and supplies when he was on the run from Absalom (2 Samuel 17:27).


When the rebels were defeated and Absalom killed, David moved his household from his temporary quarters in Mahanaim back to Jerusalem and Barzillai the Gileadite came from Rogelim to help him with that (2 Samuel 19:31). David asked him to move with him to Jerusalem but Barzillai was eighty and wanted to go home to his own city, near the grave of his parents, and gave David his man Chimham in stead (2 Samuel 19:37).


Etymology: The name Rogelim is the plural form of a noun derived from the root רגל (rgl), which has to do with feet and cleansing. He probably had in mind " An orderly disciplining, cleansing, purifying, and adjusting in the character and consciousness of the individual, that he may be made a more fit abiding place for Spirit" � HYPERLINK "http://www.truthunity.net/mbd/rogelim" �http://www.truthunity.net/mbd/rogelim� � HYPERLINK "http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Rogelim.html" �http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Rogelim.html� 


� 10 minutes walk away from Mary and Dr. Aird and eight miles away from his elder brother William Day in Surbiton


� In his recollections Harrison very naturally dropped into imitating the local rural accent


� He is listed in a 1918 Kelly's directory as being a grocer and tea seller


� A talk is being given by Chris Watkins to the Walton Heath local history society about the Tadworth Jam Factory � HYPERLINK "mailto:chris.watkins7@ntlworld.com" �chris.watkins7@ntlworld.com�


� Burgh Heath was a small settlement located on the upper slopes of the North Downs. Nork a neighbourhood of the village of Banstead was to the north and Upper Kingswood to the south. It was one of several settlements which saw very little expansion before the end of the 19th century being on land which was part of the large, and water-scarce Banstead Heath or Common on the North Downs. It developed into a village-like hamlet with surrounding farms in the early part of the 20th century


� Harrison says Gilbert was employed as the Manager but the 1891 census (see below) has him listed as Chief Commercial Clerk


� Gypsies were particularly attracted to the area by Epsom racecourse see � HYPERLINK "http://www.epsomguardian.co.uk/news/11049710._Gypsies_have_been_around_as_long_as_anything___museum_delves_into_history_of_travellers_in_Epsom_and_Ewell/" �http://www.epsomguardian.co.uk/news/11049710._Gypsies_have_been_around_as_long_as_anything___museum_delves_into_history_of_travellers_in_Epsom_and_Ewell/� 


� see � HYPERLINK "http://theweald.net/N10.asp?NId=110021011" �http://theweald.net/N10.asp?NId=110021011� Thomas Killick Grocer and Draper born in 1815


� They does not seem to be any information about the ship readily available. Ragalina is a Sicilian village and there is a Panamanian holding company called Ragalina Holdings Inc.


� I suspect that Harrison is incorrect in saying Ann and her brother William bought Summerhill house and has confused this with the Simcos who owned that property. 


There is an online record of a Summerhill house from the 1840s Colbran's directory for Tunbridge Wells “At Summer Hill, is a Family Boarding House, kept by Mr. Simco, which possesses excellent accommodations, and the advantage of stabling and coach houses.” 


It was also the subject of a short article in the Winter 2009 edition of Common Ground


Summerhill House, 73 London Road


Summerhill House is part of that all-important sequence of historic buildings along Inner London Road, which forms such a pleasing backdrop to the eastern edge of Tunbridge Wells Common. From the south, the sequence starts with Vale Towers at no 58 then, moving up the slope, through the groups 60-63, 65-68, 69-73, 77-78, and 83-84 it ends, in the north, with Thackeray’s House, Rock Villa, at no 85.


In times past, several of these buildings, including Thackeray’s House and Summerhill House, were Lodging Houses serving the needs of visitors to the Wells. Lodging House keepers at Summerhill House included Miss Henrietta Fry in the 1850s, and members of the Simeo [sic] family around 1900.


Probably the most distinguished occupant of Summerhill House was the founder of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society, Jacob Bell MP, who died in the house on 12th June 1859…


Philip Whitbourn. � HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofthecommons.co.uk/2012/04/21/summerhill-house-73-london-road" �http://www.friendsofthecommons.co.uk/2012/04/21/summerhill-house-73-london-road� 


� In 1901 Mr. Hodson still appears on the census as a successful Jam Manufacturer in North Tadworth farm employing a cook and a housemaid and working with his son Frederick in the business, so it appears the controversy which involved GP Roberts did not bring the business to an end. But in 1906 he got into a dispute with his new landlord which closed the business and saw him evicted from the farm. The rather sad story is told in appendix 2. The 1911 census finds him living alone in Tadworth, although apparently still married and employed as an Estate Agents clerk – there is a record of a William Hodson dying in Epsom in 1912. A William Hodson is also listed as one of the founding trustees of a Mission Hall in Banstead which became Banstead Baptist Church.


� An Aaron Christmas, aged 33, born in Histon, Cambridge can be found living in Burgh Heath in 1891 with his wife Phoebe and five children


� James Russell's eldest son William James opened a grocery business in Market House, Tadworth. After James's death his son Archibald seems to have taken over the business but it is not listed in the 1918 Kelly's directory so it seems that Robert stores won that particular commercial battle!


� 1901 census lists a James Farley, greengrocer 42 in Burgh Heath


� First established in 1880


� In the 1901 census William Furse 39, Wesleyan school teacher born in Crediton, Devon and his wife Elizabeth 44 and son Maurice, 12 were living in Burgh Heath. Matthew Templeton, 48 who farmed at Canon farm with his wife Mary and sons James, 7 and Duncan, 5 was from Scotland


� Traditional playing cards were viewed by many evangelicals at the time with deep suspicion because of their association with gambling, Happy Families was a safe alternative although some more extreme moralists may have been suspicious even if this. � HYPERLINK "http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/18845/which-christian-groups-prohibit-playing-cards-and-what-is-their-basis-for-doing" �http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/18845/which-christian-groups-prohibit-playing-cards-and-what-is-their-basis-for-doing� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://spellerweb.net/rhindex/UKRH/SECR/Chipstead.html" �http://spellerweb.net/rhindex/UKRH/SECR/Chipstead.html� 


� See above in 1901 William Hodson is still running his jam factory which isn't to close until 1906


� In 1901 James Farley is living nearby


� In 1901 the butcher shop seems to be run by Charles Beal a near neighbour to Roberts stores


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.thomas-shop.com/museum.php" �http://www.thomas-shop.com/museum.php� and see � HYPERLINK "http://b-c-ing-u.com/2015/02/17/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-corner-shop-2/" �http://b-c-ing-u.com/2015/02/17/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-corner-shop-2/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://postalheritage.wordpress.com/2011/12/15/the-post-office-in-the-community/" �https://postalheritage.wordpress.com/2011/12/15/the-post-office-in-the-community/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.1900s.org.uk/1900s-postoffice.htm" �http://www.1900s.org.uk/1900s-postoffice.htm� 


� For an interesting description of the work of a rural postman in 1891 see � HYPERLINK "http://a-day-in-the-life.powys.org.uk/eng/work/ew_porural.php" �http://a-day-in-the-life.powys.org.uk/eng/work/ew_porural.php� 


� In 1911 it appears the Underwood grocery/drapery trade in Merstham is still going strong. William, Albert's brother has retired and his son Ralph is running the business with the help of his brother William Jr., whilst two unmarried daughters are living at home. Two employees are also living with the family and a servant. William died in 1915 leaving effects of over £9000


� Presumably the son of James Farley who lost the sub postmastership to GP Roberts in 1895


� Where Mary and Ethel Wallis were living in 1901


� The uncle of Percival Russell


� Percival Russell was the grandson of James Russell the Burgh Heath grocer. He took on the corn merchant role of his grandfather and became the tenant farmer at North Tadworth farm, presumably after William Hodson was evicted. He was a member of Epsom Rural District Council and a leading member of Burgh Heath social club and had a love of racehorses and shooting


� Used for the St Trinians films and school of the writer Vera Britain, mother of Shirley Williams


� Although Grocers and drapers seem to have been a common combination at the time


� These postcards come up regularly for sale. An unusual and rare example of Walton Heath golf club I found on sale for £75, others more normally seem to go for c£20


� In the 1890s there was a movement led by William Jerome Harrison, a Midlands schoolmaster who believed in the power of photography, to create a systematic record that could give us a “true picture of the present”. He urged amateur photographers everywhere to follow his example and to record ancient buildings, churches, houses, customs, landscapes, and events. Although there is no direct evidence of Harrison's influence on Gilbert it is certainly illustrative of the contemporary attitudes to photography and Gilbert's photographs generally follow the Harrison model of a true picture of the present.


� Edith was born in Speldhurst were the Killick family was from


� There are at least two families of Pages in Burgh Heath in 1901


� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tattenham_Corner_Line" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tattenham_Corner_Line� 


� The Wesleyan school at Burgh Heath was founded in 1880


� There are archives of Burgh Heath Methodist Church at the Surrey history centre so it should be possible to find out more about this incident and Burgh Heath Methodist Church generally. The church itself moved to Great Tattenham, but seems to have been an important church in its own time planting Methodist churches in Banstead and Epsom and including eminent Methodists such as Sir Ernest Lamb in its congregation.


� Wikipedia


� � Ever since its inception in 1864, following the UK revival of 1859, TES has been a nation-wide evangelistic organisation committed to 'bringing new life to the nation'. TES' distinctive was and remains the positive communication of the Gospel to the people of the United Kingdom. In the past this was largely achieved through a team of itinerant evangelists based throughout the country. Between 1870 and 2004 over 1400 men, and more recently women too, have served the Society and thus the Kingdom as evangelists. Amongst its founders were Lord Radstock and the renowned Scottish preacher, Brownlow North. TES had the personal support of D.L. Moody and both William Booth and Wilson Carlisle, who went on to found the Salvation Army and the Church Army respectively, were associated with the work in its early days. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.tes.org.uk/history.html" �http://www.tes.org.uk/history.html� 21/05/15).


� The Wallis family feature frequently in this story see Appendix 5


� Harrison remembers this 'wonderful character' as Heinz Wilkinson and also remembers a certain Dr. Goldstein.


� Isle of Wight County press online


� This account of the development of a Mission Hall/Evangelical church in Manchester which also includes a reference to Gear Willet's ministry might also provide us with some idea of what it was like at Tadworth � HYPERLINK "http://www.faithtoday.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Deryck-Thompson-Remember-the-Way-a-history-of-Union-Hall-Evangelical-Church-Manchester.pdf" �http://www.faithtoday.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Deryck-Thompson-Remember-the-Way-a-history-of-Union-Hall-Evangelical-Church-Manchester.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://archive.org/stream/cu31924023286838/cu31924023286838_djvu.txt" �http://archive.org/stream/cu31924023286838/cu31924023286838_djvu.txt� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.evangelical-times.org/archive/item/230/Obituaries/Theodore-Bendor-Samuel/" �http://www.evangelical-times.org/archive/item/230/Obituaries/Theodore-Bendor-Samuel/� 


� Wikipedia accessed 14 July 2015


� For a good account of 'Higher Life' and the holiness movement see � HYPERLINK "http://www.seeking4truth.com/keswick.htm" �http://www.seeking4truth.com/keswick.htm� 


� Don may have volunteered underage [MJA]


� https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Eaucourt_l'Abbaye � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Eaucourt_l'Abbaye" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Eaucourt_l'Abbaye� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.epsomandewellhistoryexplorer.org.uk/KingswoodBurials.html" �http://www.epsomandewellhistoryexplorer.org.uk/KingswoodBurials.html� 


� The Caravan Mission was started in 1893 and later with the Children Special Service Mission became the mission department of Scripture Union. See Appendix 3 for an account of the staff of the mission and some sense of what Gilbert would have been doing.


� Gilbert is described as having founded Tadworth Mission Hall in the family but this was not the case. I suspect some confusion has been created by this rebuilding and his subsequent role in founding new missions.


� � HYPERLINK "http://lowerkingswoodec.homestead.com/lk_history_2008.PDF" �http://lowerkingswoodec.homestead.com/lk_history_2008.PDF� 


� A certain Ethel Wallis 32 with her sister Mary 28 can be found in the 1901 census staying at Copt Hill, a house near Burgh Heath


� Founded by Arthur and Frederick Wood in 1911 as a means of youth evangelism its most famous daughter was Gladys Aylward � HYPERLINK "http://www.younglife.org.uk/younglife/history.html" �http://www.younglife.org.uk/younglife/history.html� 


� A church-based evangelical youth movement founded by Colin Kerr in London in 1922. Dr. Shewell Cooper was the leader of the movement in the 60s and 70s 


� Letter from Mary White dated July 23, 2015 (although actually June!)


� Mary White (ibid.) on the contrary states that in the 1950s Tadworth Evangelical Free Church, which her family attended, moved to Merland Rise, Tattenham Corner because of housing developments in the 1950s


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.christchurchbanstead.org/history" �http://www.christchurchbanstead.org/history� 


� A Merchant Provisioner aged 76 living at Copt Hill in 1901 with Mary and Ethel Wallis


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.flickr.com/photos/alwyn_ladell/sets/72157624790608726" �https://www.flickr.com/photos/alwyn_ladell/sets/72157624790608726� Originally owned by a "White Russian princess", Countess Tchercov, renowned for her philanthropy, Slavanka opened as a Christian Hotel in 1921 and was later run by the Slavanka Trust. "Slavanka" means "place of glory" in Russian, and hosted conferences for bodies such as the Airline Christian Association or the Officers' Christian Union ranging from 10 to 100 delegates. Sadly the Trust decided to sell the hotel to developers in 2007 and it was soon demolished and replaced by the Sunrise retirement home. The Trust maintains a chaplaincy service for its successor. � HYPERLINK "http://www.theslavankatrust.org/" �www.theslavankatrust.org/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.royhodges.co.uk/Limelight%20on%20Tuckton%201963.pdf" �http://www.royhodges.co.uk/Limelight%20on%20Tuckton%201963.pdf� 


� Poole-Connor, E.J. (1965). Evangelicalism in England. London: Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches. p. 298. � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number" \o "International Standard Book Number" �ISBN� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780854791910" \o "Special:BookSources/9780854791910" �9780854791910� accessed via Wikipedia


� As far as I can tell there wasn't a newspaper called "The Christian" it seems most likely that what is meant is the Christian Herald.


� These were also related to the Ransome Wallises who originally built Tadworth Mission Hall


� One of her Haven For Homeless Little Ones was nearby in Tadworth in 1901


� � HYPERLINK "https://books.google.co.uk/books?isbn=0199985634" �https://books.google.co.uk/books?isbn=0199985634� 


� Begbie had a strong religious bent: he was involved in the Oxford Group (which later became Moral Re-Armament) and with the Salvation Army. His concern with social reform appeared strongly in his book The Little that is Good (1917), where he wrote about charitable work among the poor of London. He raised large sums of money for East End charities. Begbie might be described as a Broad Church Anglican, who was interested in the ways in which modern science seemed to cast doubt on materialism by showing matter was more complicated than previously believed. He was hostile to Anglo-Catholic Ritualism and to Roman Catholicism; several pre-First World War novels portray Ritualists as sinister and dishonest crypto-Catholic conspirators. His 1914 book The Lady Next Door, however, supports Irish home rule and gives an idealised portrayal of Catholicism in Ireland as a genuinely popular religion. His hostile view of urban industrial society in Belfast was criticised by many Ulster Unionists including the writer St. John Ervine. Before the First World War Begbie was an outspoken Liberal social reformist, but he moved rapidly to the right in the post-war period. The "Gentleman with a Duster" books denounce sexually suggestive literature (such as the early plays of Noël Coward), lament the precarious economic state of the middle classes and the prospective disintegration of the British Empire, and call for a strong hand against left-wing subversives even if this means restricting some traditional British liberties.


� She obviously became a fluent Chinese speaker as can be seen from this surprising quote From the British Ornithological Survey:


In 1939, the British Museum (Natural History) received a collection of four hundred and eight birds, made in the previous year by the late Mr. Floyd Tangier-Smith in Szechuan, when he was collecting Giant Pandas for the Zoological Society of London. Tangier-Smith, unfortunately, died  soon after his return from China, leaving the collection labelled with dates, and with village names or localities in Chinese characters. Through the 


kindness of Mrs. Hickman, Miss Mabel Wallis, the Rev. J. R. Sinton, and the Rev. T. Cook, all recently of the China Inland Mission, it has been possible to translate the labels and to trace the areas in which Tangier-Smith collected


Smith collected.








